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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Corcos, Lucille Abelard -Schuman 
JOEL GETS A DOG $2.50 


Joel's seventh birthday brought him what he wanted most -- a puppy. Joel 
knew right away that he was responsible for the dog's behavior. He named him Happy. 
The mischievous pup chewed Mother's glove, buried bones in a neighbor's flower beds 
and then chewed up a little girl's monkey. To earn money to replace the monkey, Joel 
and Happy gave a show and charged admission. The illustrations, by the author, which 
we have not seen, may strengthen the appeal of the story, but the text is in no way 
superior to many other animal stories for the young. (2/28. LC: 58-5200) 


Hogner, Nils Abelard -Schuman 
FARM FOR RENT $2.50 


* This is a Junior Literary Guild selection and we second the motion. Here 
is a wry, fresh look at farms- and their animals. Bill Greene lived in a furnished 
apartment in a big noisy city. The doctor told Bill's father to get away from the 
honking horns and hubbub of the city after he had been ill. They stopped at a sign 
that said "Farm for Rent". Farmer Snodgrass took them out to the henyard where the 
hens went CACKLE CACKLE! And the geese went HONK HONK. And the lambs went BAA-AA! 
Mr. Greene decided that farm was too noisy so he took one with no animals at all. 
Then he found the country was so quiet it kept him awake. But soon their menage 
included a kitten, then a dog, then a horse and when the city doctor came to call 
he could hardly make himself heard above the clamor of all the animals on the farm. 
A natural. You can be sure that children who hear this in a story circle will be 
honking, cackling and oinking delightedly for days afterward. Illustrated by the 
author. (3/14.) 


Schlein, Miriam Abelard-Schuman 
THE BUMBLEBEE'S SECRET $2.50 


There are few things dearer to juvenile hearts than a secret. So young 
readers will be as intrigued as the butterfly was when the bumblebee, no bigger than 
a& peanut, murmured that she had a secret. The butterfly followed her, and the blue 
jay followed them and a squirrel came after them. All the animals, in fact, except 
a placid cow, went in the wake of the bumblebee, - horses, dogs, chickens, pigs. The 
bee disappeared into a crack in a rock and when she came out she was pleased to announce 
that she had laid a hundred bumblebee eggs. Then all the animals panicked and retreat- 
ed in haste -- past the old cow who moralized that it was not worth while to go prying 
into the secrets of other people. Harvey Weiss, who has collaborated with Miriam Schlein 
on earlier books, will illustrate this amiable fable. Large type, easy words and much 
repetition make this a good candidate for independent reading by second graders. But 
don't hold us to this being sound scientific fact. (2/28. LC: 58-5199) 


Bannon, Laura Houghton, Mifflin 


JO-JO THE TALKING CROW 2.25 
Library Edition; $3.00 


* Jo-Jo was a baby crow found by Andy. Laura Bannon, author-artist, recounts 
the hilarious repercussions of the misalliance of the bird -- a peripatetic prankster- 
and the boy, his champion. A running feud develops with Aunt Hattie, a doughty matron, 
when the bird discovers bright red cherries on her new hat and alights thereon. Later 
he disrupts a lawn party and is banished to the country at Uncle Ned's farm. Andy is 
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overjoyed when the bird finds his way back home -- until Jo-Jo flies off with Aunt 

Hattie's diamond ring. Fortuitously Andy discovers the cache where Jo-Jo hides such 

trinkets and all ends happily. The illustrations are lively, sure, deft -- almost 4 
caricatures. Laura Bannon is remarkably versatile. A few lines suffice to tell all sig- 
nificant details in her pictures -- the aggressiveness of the crow, the righteous grandeur 

of Aunt Hattie's posture or the uptilted anticipation of childish faces. Very engaging 


with admirable art work. (3/28. 10:57-12080) 


Ipear, Dahlov Knopf 
TEN BIG FARMS Cloth; $2.50 
Reinforced; $3.00 


* The Jordan family was tired of the city. But which kind of farm in the country 
should they buy? Mr. and Mrs. Jordan and Jane and Jimmy took a trip across the U.S.A. to 
visit 10 big farms. Dahlov Ipcar's superbly patterned, richly earthy illustrations in 
black, taupe, green and rust, convey the fruitful beauty of rhythmic hillsides and flour- 
ishing acres as the Jordans visit a poultry farm, a fruit farm, a horse farm, a tobacco 
farm, a dairy farm and a cattle farm, a pig farm, a wheat farm and a sheep farm and a 
truck farm. The author-artist makes distinguished use of repetition and contrast in 
pictures and border designs of a calibre so original, so creative that one is compelled 
to the same predicament as the Jordans -- which farm to take. Then the Jordan's see a 
small farm, run-down, with a little of everything. And that is the one they buy. Seldom 
are story, art work, and information so beautifully integrated and harmonious. A satis- 
fying book to meet the most discriminating standards - ideal for classroom use in the first 
three grades as read aloud or independent material. (2/17. LC:57-5258) 


Steiner, Charlotte Knopf 
MY BUNNY FEELS SOFT Cloth; $2.75 
Reinforced; $3.25 


"Many things are hard as a hammer or a stone -- And the dog's old bone. . . Ice 
is cold. We don't have to be told. So is snow. We love it though.” The familiar illus- 
trations of Charlotte Steiner, in bold primary colors, tell of things children know and 
their textures - soft, rough, slippery, smooth, wet or dry, warm or cool. After introdu- 
cing examples of the way things feel, the author-artist reverses the tables for a little 
question period at the end which should make this book useful for classroom story circles 
at play-school or kindergarten level. .. . “How does it feel in a buttoned-up coat? How 
does it feel when you step on a brush? Or put your hand in a raspberry bush?" Good 
ignition to start discussions, this is a book about words which might play a role in 
reading readiness programs. (3/17. LC:58-6495) 


Caldwell, Erskine Little, Brown 
MOLLY COTTONTAIL $2.50 


What next, one may well ask, when a juvenile from Erskine Caldwell appears. And 
after reading it one still says- What next? This story appeared earlier in a confessedly 
“somewhat different version" in American farth. The overcast, brooding atmosphere which 
is a Caldwell characteristic, is imprinted throughout the story of Johnny and his Aunt 
Nell. Johnny does not like to hunt -- but Aunt Nell owns a farm to which Johnny hopes to 
go in the summer, and she thinks that every Southern gentleman must hunt. Johnny's father 
disagrees, but he does not want to precipitate a family crisis. So Johnny takes rifle in 
hand and blasts away at a defenseless cottontail at close range. Johnny is so relieved 
when he discovers that he missed the rabbit, that he takes him home as a pet. William 
Sharp's illustrations are very good and very sensitive. Johnny is a gangly, appealing, boy 
with haunted eyes and a harassed look. A moody story with an aftertaste of hostility and 
grimness. (2/20. 10:58-5173) @ 


Low, Elizabeth Little, Brown 
MOUSE, MOUSE GO OUT OF MY HOUSE Cloth; $2.75 


As Toby helped Aunt Bee to open the house in the country for summer, he met many 
little creatures:- a mole, a mouse, a bat and a rabbit. But each one scurried off -- too 
- busy to play with Toby. But after the house was all cleaned, out in the woodpile, Toby 











January 15, 1958 Picture Story Books— continued | 33 (J-9) 


found a mother cat and her two kittens - who were more than happy to frolic with 
him. Ronni Solbert's illustrations are a little unsure. The colors are uninspired 
- and the figures seem formless. A brief verse is devoted to each creature the boy 
encounters in the musty, dusty house. The repetitive action of the story has appeal 
but the total impression of the book is lacking in effect. Side sewn. Firmly 
stitched. (3/13. LC:58-5179) | 


EASY READING 


Fritz, Jean Coward -McCanb— 
THE CABIN FACED WEST 715 


2 os 

This is a brief, cozy little period piece, demonstrating Jean Fritz's e 
versatility. Ann Hamilton was lonely for the chum she had left behind when her 
family moved to the early wilderness of western Pennsylvania. There were only the 
boys of the McPhale family, who seemed to be a shiftless group, unwilling to face 
the hardships of farming as pioneers. But Ann was caught up soon in helping rough- 
neck Andy McPhale to learn to read, and ultimately in influencing his family to stick 
it out on the frontier. When George Washington comes to visit Hamilton Hill Ann 
finds the tedium of adjustment was all worth while. An easy reading chapter indi- 
cating the hardships which were part of the national heritage. Feodor Rojankovsky 
has done charmingly homespun black and white pencil sketches to complement the story 
which is based upon a Fritz family legend. (3/9. LC :57-10714 ) 


Huff, Roderick Harper 
CHIP J $2.50 


Chip Holland is a small boy, who strikes up a friendship with Burfur, a 
talking caterpillar. (Only Chip can hear him.) Through Burfur, Chip meets Terence 
the Turtle. A bird named Phoebe frequents Chip's bird feeding station, and the boy 
plays umpire in the battles between bird and caterpillar. Before the day when 
Burfur becomes a moth Chip is able to convince the caterpillar that the world is 
round, not flat. And when Chip applies war-paint to Burfur, the caterpillar comes 
close to becoming a meal for Phoebe's children. For a limited audience of animal 
fantasy fans. (3/19. LC:58-6167) 


Justus, May Hastings House 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN $2.75 


Little Glory lived in a log cabin on one side of Little Twin Mountain. She 
had never seen the two nearest towns, Slab Town, or Far Beyant. So going to school 
for the first time was a great experience. Glory, her brothers and her mother were 
worried about their grandfather, for he was getting too old to carry heavy loads and 
the family could not afford a horse or mule. But when beloved Miss Penny, the school- 
teacher, returned to Twin Mountain and asked to stay with the family while she re- 
cuperated from an illness, a solution was found. The money she paid for board eked 
out the sparse living in the back mountain country, and later she sent a Christmas 
gift to Glory which the girl traded for Moses, the aged horse of a circuit rider. 

The story is authentic enough in background, but Glory is not a heroine with any 
particular personality. She emerges as simply a girl who lives in a cabin. It is 
easy reading, with perhaps regional appeal for Tennessee. But May Justus is wearing 
her material thin. (3/17. LC:58-6294) 


Gag, Flavia : Holt 
A WISH FOR MIMI $2.75 

Because Mimi was youngest in the Bouclette family, in a house where water 
for baths had to be heated on the stove, she longed for a shiny bathroom with a white 
tub. And when Uncle Alphonse, in Minneapolis, sent for their widowed mother to take 
care of him through an illness, the Bouclette children were on their own. No coal 
was delivered and the pipes froze. On Mama's return, they decided to sell the house 
and move to Minneapolis. Until Mama could find a place for them to live, they spent 
@ summer at a farm. Mimi gets her wish as the family moves into an apartment with a 
bathroom and tub as she had hoped. We have not seen the illustrations, but the text 
does not offer too much promise. Illustrated by the author. (3/? 10:58-6512) 
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Andrews, F. Emerson Little, Brown 
UPSIDE-DOWN TOWN $2.75 


- « was a stop on the train trip to visit Grandfather for Rickie and Ann. 
And a proper destination for all children, it will seem to young readers - for there the & 
children do grown-up work while the oldsters play and school is a treat where one learns 
forgetting. In the hotel in Upside-Down Town the floors descend into the earth and the 

pillow goes at the foot of the bed. Even illness is fun, for the doctor prescribes only 
delicious pills on the first visit, with less tasty ones on return trips. Baseball games 

are won by the team which scores the fewest runs. Louis Slobodkin's insouciant illustra- 

tions in red and black complete an airily concocted trifle for easy reading. Side-sewn. 

Part of the fun is the fact that a bit of the text is upside down as well -- a gimmick 

which should appeal to some youngsters. (3/12. LC:58-5171) 


Moore, Beatrix T. Morrow 
SWIM FOR IT, BRIDGET $2.50 


Could Tim Howell's new Irish water spaniel puppy, Bridget, break the long held 
record set many years earlier by Judge Gibson's dog? The swim from Marystown to Hawk 
Point on Chesapeake Bay was a formidable one. Neighbor Duck Dan had faith in the dog, and 
Tim set off in a catboat to seek counsel from Mamie Brady, renowned as a dog coach. On 
the return trip Bridget went overboard, but Tim handled the craft skillfully and brought 
his dog back safely - to train for the record event. The conclusion won't surprise many 
readers, for, of course, Bridget breaks the record. Not too gripping, brief boy-dog ad- 
venture. Mediocre. (3/19. LC:58-5024) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Molloy, Anne Hastings House 
THE TOWER TREASURE $2.95 


The Tower children hoped desperately that they might find the treasure which was 
rumored to have been left by a mysterious traveler, Orford Wells, who had died many vears 
earlier at Top of the World, the family homestead. Their father wished to finance a mount- 
ain climbing expedition through selling the house. The children tried everything they could 
think of to fatten the exchequer: a play, sale of lemonade, etc. A storm dislodged the 
package which they dreamed of -- but the cache proved to be Wells' poetry. But their great- 
grandfather comes through in the final chapter with promise of enough money to keep the old 
house - a somewhat anticlimacti¢ denouement, since he had been sitting by from the first 
chapter. Disappointing. (3/17. LC:58-6291) | 
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Little, Brown 
TWO STRIKES ON JOHNNY $2.75 


Johnny's Doane's brother Michael thought Johnny was a top notch ball player. 
Actually Johnny was a poor hitter, who decieved Michael into believing that pleasant fic- 
tion. And the Cardinals, his teammates, helped to support the illusion. Finally Johnny 
confesses the truth to Michael - then resolves to stop playing. But Michael overcomes his 
disillusionment and remains as staunch a rooter as ever for his brother. All very unmo- 
tivated and a little maudlin. (3/11. LC:58-5177) 


Calhoun, Mary | Morrow 
RIVER-MINDED BOY $2.75 


Rone anticipated a summer as a real riverman aboard the Black Hawk, a Mississippi 
towboat. But the thirteen year old boy was disgusted when he learned that the only availa- 
ble job was mess boy -- working in the kitchen. And Buck, a bigger boy on board, resented 
Rone bitterly. Ina fist fight, when Buck takes a line from Rone's locker without his 
consent, Rone knocks him by accident into the water. Buck's leg is broken and Rone, in 
disgrace with his crewmates, is put ashore to take Buck home. But when Rone escorts Buck 
to his family farm, the boy's father is not at home. A flood threatens the house and the * 
injured boy. Buck foregoes his chance on another towboat to look after Buck- with final 
consolation for Rone in the Captain's offer of another summer aboard the Black Hawk. A 
brief, relatively easy reading action story for boys based upon the author's assumption that 
a 13 year old boy could work on a family-owned boat despite restrictive child labor laws. 
Illustrated by Wm. R. Lohse. (3/19. LC:58-5252) 


Christopher, Matt 
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Eight to Eleven- Fiction- continued 


Fleming, Elizabeth P. Westminster 
GIFT FROM THE MIKADO $2.95 


Fred was a boy whose father was affiliated with a Japanese university at 
the turn of the century. The author, daughter of missionary parents in Morioka, 
brings authenticity to the story of life in a happy American family who serve and 
find satisfaction in life in Japan. The reader sees the great excitement of Japanese 
children encountering their first American bicycle and shares the joy of O Yuki-san, 
the servant reunited through the family's efforts with her long-lost son, Bunji. A 
gift from the Mikado, a lacquer cabinet, gives the Americans status and entree to the 
circle of even conservative, anti-American families, like that of Baron Hidegawa. 
Though the story lacks a climax, there is enough excitement with the capture of a 
robber and the dangerous escapades of Fred, to sustain interest. Throughout there 
is a sae homely pattern of faith in God and international good-will. (3/24. 
LC: 565-5129 


Griffin, Velma Westminster 
MYSTERY MANSION $2.95 


When Gary Roe's father took the family to Uncle Charlie's old mansion for a 
rest, they were plunged into mysterious happenings. Who was the old tramp that had 
been buried in back of the house? What did the tantalizing map mean with its promise 
of treasure? And where did the noise of a baby crying come from? The old colored 
retainers, Job and Chrissie, held the key to many of the questions, for they knew of 
the secret room established as part of the Underground Railway and were hiding their 
fugitive son Cato there. And ultimately they inadvertently help to uncover the buried 
treasure in the underground tunnel. Apparently there are no quota restrictions on 
eight-to-eleven mysteries with sliding panels, secret rooms, treasure maps, et al. 
This is an average candidate within that quota. (3/24. Lc: 58-5481) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 
,cCraz, Albert Coward -McCann 
GETTING TO KNOW LIBERIA $2.50 


Eighty eight American Negroes, carrying out the American Colonization Society 
feakenat by Thomas Jefferson, bought a patch of land the size of Ohio in 1822 on the 
African coast to found Liberia. Though this addition to the Getting to Know Series 
has no divisions in areas of information, it is superior to many earlier titles. It 
points out similarities between the constitutions of the United States and Liberia -- 

a healthy good will builder. It indicates natural resources, outlines technological 
advances fostered partially by Harvey Firestone, Jr., and sketches topography and 
geography. Don Lambo's illustrations are in black, white and green, adequate rather 
than noteworthy. (2/20. LC: 57-13155) 


Peare, Catherine Holt 
WILLIAM PENN $3.00 


The "holy experiment" which William Penn established in Pennsylvania was the 
outgrowth of the recurring pressures and persecutions he had suffered during the civil 
wars of England. Catherine Peare, whose adult life of Penn was published by Lippincott 
earlier this year, presents a carefully developed biography of the son of Admiral Penn, 
of his exile in Ireland with his family, of the gradual convictions he shared with George 
Fox's followers, the Society of Friends, and of his later imprisonment in England for 
those beliefs. Several lesser known chapters are revealed here; the canny manipulations 
through which the Ford family gained legal control over Penn's deed to his land grant, 
the story of his marriage first to Guilelma Springett and many years later, after her 
death, to Hannah Callowhill. Both women endured years of tribulation and separation as 
Penn crossed the Atlantic in the interests of his colony. Penn's fairness in dealing 
with the Indians is underscored. This is a commendable biography, with more appeal for 
the serious scholarly child,or for the youngster who thrives on challenging material, 
than for the average boy or girl. Certainly of regional appeal, and an excellent 
reference tool. Illustrated by Henry Pitz. (4/?. LC: 58-6513) 
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Hofsinde, Robert Morrow 
INDIAN BEADWORK $2.50 


Before European traders brought the first colored beads to the North American 
Indians, quills and feathers had been used for decorations. Robert Hofsinde, a recognized 
authority on Indian life, suggests many ways in which boys and girls may adapt the patterns 
developed by Indian tribes to current use on headbands, knife sheaths, moccasins, belts 
and book covers. Stitching, loom construction and specifications are covered. Because 
children might need considerable help in adapting the suggested plans, this book would 
find its greatest use with small groups of children working with recreation leaders, set- 
tlement house workers or camp counselors. Though the language is appropriate for readers 
at and above fourth grade, it will be very useful to craft teachers as well. Illustrations 
and decorations are in black and white, by the author. (2/26. L¢:58-5251) 


McClung, Robert M. Morrow 
BUZZTAIL: The Story of a Rattlesnake $2.50 


Another in McClung's excellent series of natural science stories. One must- 

to appreciate this- allow no vestige of antipathy to snakes to affect one's reactions. 

For the youngsters - and their name is legion- to whom reptiles are a passionate enthu- 

siasm- this is a top-ranking life story of a rattlesnake's existence, in text and pictures 

(the format places the book at a somewhat lower level than the content; it comes down to 

a question of interest level- with 3rd and 4th grade the average). Through each phase of 

physical existence, mating, growth, habits, lethal and otherwise, feeding, self-preservation, 
_ one follows the pattern. Many questions are answered through the story of this one parti- 

cular rattlesnake, and for the squeamish, the details may prove shudderingly realistic. 

But for the initiate, this is a natural. (3/19. LC:58-5142) 


Zim, Herbert S. Morrow 
OSTRICHES $2.50 % 


Zim's factual reports on various creatures are consistently successful. This 
time he has chosen ostriches, the oldest and simplest of bird life extant. They neither 
fly nor- despite legend- bury their heads in sand. The ostrich egg is the equivalent of 
about two dozen hen's eggs, but as a source of food they are scarcely comparable. Simple, 
direct illustrations and diagrams demonstrate the connection of the keel-shaped breast- 
bone of most birds - the raft-shaped breastbone of the ostrich- with the ability to fly. 
Dr. Zim relates this ancient species to natural history and to social history. In ancient 
Rome their meat was considered a delicacy; in recent decades, their plumage was fashion's 
favorite. This is a compendium of facts so sleekly fashioned as to be painless. Questions 
are answered; others are raised. A stimulating job. Drawings by Russell Francis Peterson 
accomplish their purpose but are uninspired. (3/19. LC:58-5026) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Allan, Mabel Esther Criterion 
STRANGERS IN SKYE $3.50 


Elizabeth Falcon summered with her painter brother, John, on the isle of Skye. 
The youth hostel which John directed aroused bitter hostility in Colonel Kinloch, a 
neighbor, and for a time it seemed John's romance with Fiona, his grandaughter, would 
founder. Two local brothers Charles, glamorous but superficial and Grant, the steady 
native son loyal to the land, spar for Elizabeth's affection. The youth hostel gains a 
better name as the group helps in the search for a missing child and John undertakes a 
rescue mission on the mountains. The characters in their pastoral setting are deeply 
realized: the conflicts and crises of the plot are not compelling enough to bring this up e 
to the earlier Swiss Holiday but it does project a sensitive heroine in her late teens 
with more conviction than most. (3/21. LC:58-6446) 
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Treece, Henry Criterion 
MEN OF THE HILLS $3.50 


Period, locale and generic peoples here are identified only vaguely in a 
turgid and confusing round of conquests. Lalo, the Otter, 15, is a member of the hill 
people of Criag Ddu. lLalo's people worship Earth Mother. Kaa, the Guardian, champ- 
ions Lalo's safety at the greatest risks to himself. Ambushed and overcome by the 
sun-worshippers and their chief, Morag, Lalo fears he will never again see Kaa. After 
Lalo saves the life of Cradoc, prince of the sun-people, Cradoc rewards him with the 
return of Yan, the dog the boy prizes. The erstwhile enemies become friends, are 
captured by the cave people, and as Kaa and Lalo are reunited, the cave people and 
the fisher folk arrive to descend upon Criag Ddu simultaneously. Action is murky and 
difficult to follow. Illustrated by Christine Price. (2/24. LC: 58-5448) 


Walters, Hugh Criterion 
BLAST-OFF AT 0300 $3.50 


Because of his small size,seventeen year old Christopher, a British boy, was 
chosen to man a high altitude rocket to photograph the strange dome-shaped protuber- 
ances which appeared suddenly on the moon's surface. At Woomerama, an Australian 
desert test site, he was trained for his mission. But before blast-off it became 
apparent there had been a security leak. Chris realized the identity of the spy only 
after the rocket was fired. Quick thinking and luck brought him back to earth with 
the vital information. Neither the Russians nor any other nation on earth had es- 
tablished the structures - but some entirely unknown force from space. Moving fa- 
cilely, with unflagging action and suspense, this seems more an attenuation of con- 
temporary developments than many of the season's fictional forays out-of-this-world. 
Minimal hocus-pocus, maximal story-telling. (2/24. LC:58-5449) 


Forster, Logan Dodd, Mead 
MOUNTAIN STALLION $3.00 


* Several strides ahead of its competition, this is the story of Ponce, an 
Apache Indian boy, Desert Storm, his horse which had won the Santa Anita Handicap, 
been injured and was retired -- and of Ponce's decision to bring Desert. Storm back 
to racing because his friend Gabe Stuart needed. cash. When Ponce captured and tried 
to gentle the magnificient mountain stallion, Victorio, it was the filly Desert Storn, 
who succeeded in breaking the stallion to the track. But Desert Storm seemed to have 
lost her own usefulness in the attempt, for her leg was injured again, as they trained 
Victorio. The stallion was in top racing form when Ponce discovered the brand-mark 
concealed under his mane. Only when Victorio exhibited prowess as a winner did 
Stafford Thomas state his claim to the horse - an escaped thoroughbred. How Ponce 
regains possession of Victorio and watches Victorio and Desert Storm race to fame 
will please those readers who like to be in the winner's circle. (3/17. LC:56-5489) 


3 Dodd, Mead 
PAT HAWLY, PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER $2.75 


Only loyalty to her brother Peter, held captive by Communists, and Betsy, 
her sister-in-law, as well as her own need for funds to further her college education, 
made Pat agree to Betsy's suggestion that they found a play school, Topsy Turvy, in 
the house Peter had designed. Once committed to the project, Pat knew she must forego 
many dates with glamorous but irresponsible Tony Brandt. Pat found she was faced with 
the wills and egos of her lilliputian charges, and the school's existence was the vor- 
tex of community conflict. The girls had to meet zoning restrictions and conform to 
the regulations of the State Inspector and cope with the daily exigencies of little 
boys who lock themselves in the bathroom. There are a few voids in verisimilitude. 
Would the tuition from ten pupils support two teachers? An important omission is the 
lack of stress placed on pupil development -- the most important non-financial reward. 
The book might well discourage incipient teachers -- but itisa very candid and ac- 
curate picture of the problems facing teachers. Pat is a believable heroine, who sees 
Tony through new eyes in comparison to responsible Eric, the elder brother of one of 
her charges. (3/17. LC: 57-11331) 


Sargent, Shirley 
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Talmadge, Marian & Gilmore, Iris Dodd, Mead 
WINGS OF TOMORROW $2.75 


There should certainly be a market of curious air-minded boys for this fictional ae 
account of the fellowship, fears, frustrations and satisfactions Frank Baxter encountered 
as a member of the initial class at the new Air Force Academy. But - in fact - the 
details of life, of uniform, of training, of the ultimate career possibilities -- are 
undefined. What emerges is another story about boys and their roommates, playing prac- 
tical jokes on their commanding officers, the aloof ATOS, with Frank, the hero, involved 
first with popular Nancy, who throws him over and then with Ann, who fills the void left 
by Nancy. The permeating influence of the Honor System throughout the lives of the cadets 
is emphasized -- but the reader feels little more informed about the realities of life at 
the Air Academy after finishing the story, than before. Though this book should engender 
enthusiasm among readers, with its daily round of exams and hi-jinks, one may hope that 
later books will move as easily as this -- but with the background locale more clearly 


suggested. (3/17. LC:58-5334) 


Newell, Hope Harper 
MARY ELLIS, STUDENT NURSE $2.75 


An interlacing of minor characters assures steady narrative interest to the 
further adventures of Mary Ellis, the young Negro student whose first year at nursing 
school was described in A Cap for Mary Ellis. When a rosary disappears in the students' 
dormitory, Mary Ellis is afraid that the blame may be placed upon one of the three Negro 
students. Unmasking the culprit, and pacifying the neurotics among her patients, ac- 
cepting objectively the death of a beloved patient, and uniting a small boy whose mother 
is incurably ill and the bereaved Myers family who long for a child, Mary Ellis' days and 
the pages of the book are full of incident and interest. The frictions of the bureaucracy 
of the nursing profession are indicated, with Mary Ellis showing spirit and discretion 
in crises. (3/f. LC:58-6621) * 

1-\ 
Pope, Elizabeth Marie Houghton, Mifflin 
THE SHERWOOD RING $3.25 


At Rest-and-be-thankful in upper New York, the ancestral home now occupied by 
grumpy Uncle Enos, Peggy Grahame meets several whimsical ghosts who unfold the eventful 
history of the old house. There was Richard Grahame, a colonel in Washington's army, 
assigned to capture dashing, foxy Peaceable Drummond Sherwood, the incorrigible British 
officer whose raids and daring were disrupting the area. Peggy's ancestor, Barbara 
Grahame, unfolds the story of her romance with Peaceable, a chronicle of heroism and humor. 
Peggy herself finds drama and romance when she meets Pat, a historical scholar, and dis- 
covers why Uncle Enos disliked him. Fresh, off-beat, a romantic fantasy done with some 
skill -- it is hard to say whether this will appeal because of its predication on real 
ghosts. Black and white drawings are by Evaline Ness. (3/28. LC:57-12085) 


Caldero, Gordon Little, Brown 
DEEP SEA SILVER $3.00 


To prove he has potentials as a reporter, Bob Corey takes a job as winch- 
operator on a sardine boat, hoping he can turn his experiences into a good feature story. 
Investigating conditions on the waterfront Bob is enraged at the cupidity of Manuel Alessi, 
who exploits the simple fishermen and is about to foreclose on a mortgage against his friend, 
Nadio Lantoni's father. Bob takes advantage of a maritime salvage law to outwit Alessi, 
and at the same time assures himself a place on the staff of his father's newspaper. 
Unfortunately this novel takes a while to cast off and get under way. (2/13. LC:58-5172) ea 
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Dietz, Lew Little, Brown 


FULL FATHOM FIVE $3.00 
































The lobster traps left by his father were sending Ben Hardy to college. 
But a letter from Stephanie, a home town girl in Maine, warns Ben that something is 
about to happen, for old Billy Moon was afraid to trap near Black Tom Island any 
more. What mysterious connection was there between Billy's superstitious talk of 
the appearance of a "kelpie" and the old piece of scrimshaw which had absorbed Ben's 
father before his death. The story builds to an eerie climax, with a satisfying 
disclosure of a villain masquerading as a family friend. (3/12. LC :58-5178) 


Hill, Margaret Little, Brown 


SENIOR HOSTESS A M p $3.00 
— ? P ? — 


Beth Dean of Hostess in the Sky and Goal in the Sky takes her training to 
become a senior hostess with Sky Lanes airways. The author splices episodes of humor 
and tension as Beth initially is attracted to Warren Herrick, one of the training 
officers -- until she finds through a moonlight stroll that Warren's sole interest 
is planes and their speeds. Penny, junior hostess on Beth's flights between 
Ketchikan and Fairbanks, Alaska, proves to be a girl short on both tact and judgment. 
The decision of Penny's future is in Beth's hands, after Penny, contrary to Sky 
Lanes regulations, administers mild medication to a passenger who subsequently dies 
en route. Beth is a level-headed responsible heroine whom younger teen-aged readers 
should enjoy in her further adventures. A deft vocational novel with very incidental 
light romance. (3/10. LC:58-6033) 


Montgomery, Rutherford Little, Brown 
THE GOLDEN STALLION AND THE WOLF DOG $3.00 


Pedro, a strange Mexican boy accompanied by a ferocious dog, Shag, appears 
at the Bar L, hoping to capture a white stallion which has challenged Golden Boy, 
leader of the herd, for supremacy. Charlie Carter, who lives at the Bar L, befriends 
Pedro and upholds him when he is charged with murder. Fifth in the Golden Stallion 
series, this is another mystery-western in which the author conceals just enough 
from his reader to keep him peeping into the next chapter. Charlie clears Pedro's 
name with Shag's help. This will satisfy old Montgomery fans and place a few new 
ones in his corral. (Bright readers in the eight-to-eleven-group can certainly 
master it.) (3/24. LC:58-5180) 


Jones, Raymond F. Winston 
THE YEAR WHEN STARDUST FELL $2.00 


Mayfield, a small town, was immobilized by panic when Earth moved into the 
atmosphere of the tail of a comet. Mob rule threatened as all transportation ceased 
because of adverse reactions on metals. Granny Wicks, a half-demented old sooth- 
sayer, prophesized doom for the town, frightening the superstitious. As transporta- 
tion ceased nation-wide, food shortages developed. The greedy acted characteristically. 
Refugees poured into Mayfield. The mayor reinforced military rule, erected barriers | 
against the hungry. The minister succored the homeless while mob rule prevailed in | 
neighboring communities. Only a few--among them Dr. Maddox, chemistry professor at 
the state agricultural college, and his son Ken, a student, --kept their heads to 
seek constructuve counter-measures and an ultimate answer to the baffling cause of 
the new phenomena. This is well-done science fiction illustrating community action 
in crisis. Timely and with an appropriate overtone of terror. (3/17. LC :58-5676 ) 
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Dodd, Mead 
WONDERS OF YOUR SENSES $2.95 


The intricate mechanisms and ultimate mystery of our senses, sight, hearing, 
smell, taste, hunger, thirst, fatigue are introduced with excitement and reverence in 
compact form here. Vision and its wondrous workings in animals and man, is explained 
particularly well. Most science-minded boys and girls would find some familiar informa- 
tion but they would also discover fresh material in clear prose. Brief and stimulating. 


(3/17. LC:58-6829) 


Cosgrove, Margret 


Knopf 
ENERGY AND POWER $2.75 


The precocious student in the first two years of high school, who has not 
studied physics will gain insight into the action of energy and power. Older boys and 
girls now studying physics could also profit from the author's explanation of the transfer 
of energy, the structure of the atom, heat as motion, and Nature's resistance to man's 
efforts. The examples chosen to illustrate abstract concepts are drawn from familiar 
experience. Language is clear: type is large. The illustrations are black and white 
vignettes, both decorative and informative. A scientific book which clearly translates 
complex ideas. (3/17. LC:58-5352) 

Coy, Harold Little, Brown 

THE AMERICANS $4.50 


* The burgeoning, arduous pageant of founding fathers, mountain men, fugitives 
and dreamers who harnessed a continent is presented here with direct language and broad 
scope. Though this is by no means a text book, it is a distinguished, sequential expla- 
nation of some of the forces which forged the nation, from the first stirrings, when 
criminals in Scotland were given a choice of being hanged or being sent to New Jersey -- 
through the awakened social conscience which fought prevalent infant mortality in the 
last century. Here are Sam Adams, Andrew Carnegie, Franklin Roosevelt -- a parade of men 
and regions, north, south, east and west, traversing the settlement, the fight for inde- 
pendence and the pursuit of happiness in which we are still engaged. A provocative sum- 
mation spanning men and events between the Mayflower and the H-bomb. Illustrated by 
William Moyers with precise, decorative black and white vignettes. The price may seem 
high but it is worth it. (2/24. LC:58-5175) 


Rosen, Sidney Little, Brown 
GALILEO AND THE MAGIC NUMBERS $3.50 


Galileo Galilei was a man at odds with the period in which he lived. His dis- 
coveries and dissertations on science and astronomy seemed to the Pope to be in conflict 
with revealed truth. Galileo was forced to refute his own findings -- that the earth 
moved around the sun and rotated on its axis. His was a vanguard mind, unlocking the 
mysteries of the mathematical structure of the universe. His earlier findings were the 
isochronism of the pendulum and he demonstrated that the path of a projectile is a parabola 
while the improvements he effected in the structure of the telescope enabled him to draw 
the conclusions which the Inquisition deemed heretical. A serious biography, oriented to 
the science-minded, which projects the dawning of inquiry into the universe, spawned by the 
Renaissance. Illustrated with effective draughtmanship in black and white by Harve Stein. 


(3/25. LC:58-5181) 


Irving, Robert 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Coles, Manning Doubleday 
COME AND GO $3.00 


Pixy people again shade into real life when those Brief Candles come alight to 
help kinsman Richard Scroby. Escaping his overwhelming aunt, he does not recognize he is 
the target for a Paris gang of thieves' revenge. With the help of two ghosts, he is pulled 
out of his rut, and finds The Girl. Scroby's aunt reforms one of the thieves and the whole 
of this nether-weather entertainment winds around a slightly Wodehouse-ian butler. Souffle. 
Full report on p. 12. (3/6. 1C:57-6635) 
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Godden, Rumer Viking 
THE GREENGAGE SUMMER $3.50 


Five naive English children find themselves on their own at a strange inn 
on the Marne when their mother is hospitalized. Sponsored, more or less, by a my- 
sterious Englishman, Eliot, who comes and goes, they are endured by the two propri- 
etresses, Zizi, who is trying to maintain her attraction for Eliot, and Madame Corbet, 
jealous of his attentions to Zizi. The children become the vortex of mysterious 
activities, mounting tensions and final violent eruption. Deft handling of budding 
adolescence. Full report on p. 7. (3/24. LC: 58-7066) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Armstrong, Warren John Day 
LAST VOYAGE $3 -50 


In this saga of sailing the elements are the villains, with a few exceptions, 
such as occasional mutineers and that huge sperm whale which was the prototype of 
Moby Dick. Ships great and small sail across its pages and vanish - the Grosvenor, 
which went down off West Africa with the Peacock Throne of the Moguls aboard in 1782; 
La Florencia, galleon of the Armada, lying off Argyleshire in Tobermory Bay. The 
impregnables and invincibles, the Morro Castle, the Titanic and the latter day 
Andrea Doria are resurrected with their stories. Full report on p. 23. (2/27. 
LC: 58-6349) 


Mayer, Martin Harper 
MADISON AVENUE, U.S.A. $3.95 


* A lively study of the martini belt and its inhabitants, its techniques and 
tensions, gives a behind the scenes report on the big agency and its marketing and 
merchandising methods; on the media; on audience research analyses and on the general 
effects of advertising on politics, on culture and on the life around us. Full report 


on p. 26. (3/5. LC: 57-8174) 


Burnett, Whit-/fd. Hawthorn 
THE SPIRIT OF MAN $5.00 


- » « May be a bastion of faith or a prison of loneliness. Testaments and 
short stories and essays by Pearl Buck, George Santayana, W. Somerset Maugham, Thomas 
Wolfe, D. H. Lawrence, Graham Greene and many others invoke the questing, mercurial, 
vacillating, transcendent states man knows in being, sharing, daring, doing, living, 
feeling and wondering. There are moods of affirmation and of despair, of isolation 
and self-discovery. Familiar names ruminate for a philosophic market on the soul 
and its states. Full report on p. 27. (3/7. LC: 58-5625) 


Whitcomb, Edgar D. Regnery 
ESCAPE FROM CORREGIDOR $4.50 


* Rather than wait for the slow death that was the Corregidor prison compound 
fate, Lt. Whitcomb and Bill Harris escaped, made the five hour swim to Bataan, spent 
five days in the mountains behind enemy lines and in attempting to sail a small craft 
to Australia, were recaptured. Posing as a civilian, Whitcomb was interned in prison 
camp and eventually repatriated with non-combatants from Shanghai. War at its worst. 
Full report on p. 25. (3/3. LC: 58-6754) 
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Churchill, Allen Rinehart 
PARK ROW $4.95 | 


An epitaph for “newspaper row" without excess of sentiment records the great 
papers and the men of the Fourth Estate who staffed and edited them. After Joseph 
Pulitzer's purchase of the World, it became a real threat to the typographically staid 
papers of the time. Circulation wars waged furiously as William Randolph Hearst's 
Herald, with unlimited money, bold ideas and little integrity created news and war when 
necessary. Great editors, reporters, stories of the time before the surviving dailies 
moved uptown and before the advent of the syndicate, are viewed sometimes with nostalgia, 
always in a lively and engaging fashion. Full report on p. 25. (3/3. 1C:58-5137) 


Putnam, Carleton Scribner 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT: The Formative Years $10.00 


The first volume of a projected Roosevelt biography covers his first 28 years. 
He achieved health despite his puny asthmatic frame, made a name for himself as assembly- 
man in New York, loved and lost his wife in childbirth. He had established a cattle 
ranch and written three books. Though the proseis a trifle wooden, this is sufficiently 
detailed to be definitive. Full report on p. 23. (2/27. 1€:58-6735) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Thurston, Larue A. Association Press 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CAMPFIRE PROGRAMS $5.95 


A guide book for Campfire leaders -- probably with many pointers of interest a 
to other camping organizations as well -- this gives concrete suggestions for program 
planning, ceremonies, games, stunts, props, pledges and organization. Songs, poetry and 
awards are all covered from a group activity viewpoint. Counselors and recreation workers 
will reach for this one for answers on everything from plaster molds to choosing assistant 
leaders. Illustrated, rather rustically, by Ray Harm in black and white. (2/5. LC:58-6466) 


Taubman, Howard Doubleday- Hanover House 
HOW TO BRING UP YOUR CHILD TO ENJOY MUSIC $2.50 


Eschew the concept of music as a chore in your child's life. Make an occasion 
of trips to the concert hall. (Don't be afraid to leave if the child grows restless.) 
Let him hear the records you wish him to cherish often -- but play them ostensibly for 
your benefit rather than his. Let dinner music be light rather than symphonic, but 
balance the program with a daily exposure to serious listening. The author advocates 
both caution and discipline in decisions governing training to play instruments. Howard 
Taubman, author of several earlier books on related topics, launches a subtle and saga- 
cious campaign to make children and music friends for life. His extensive list of sug- 
gested recordings will see them from Peter and the Wolf through adolescence. Helpful 
and realistic for parents. (3/20. LC:58-6649) 
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March 20 
Ferber, Edna Doubleday 
ICE PALACE $3 -95 


Alaska is the real heroine here- with her advocates and her court attendants 
the members of the cast. There's Chris Storm, native daughter, glamorous, colorful, 
with a story so incredible that it has to be taken on faith. Brought up by two grand- 
fathers, she might well have been caught in the meshes of their friendship, their 
rivalry, their enmity. One grandfather, Thor Storm, had sought in Alaska in his .~ 
youth that freedom of the frontier it still afforded- and stayed, victim of their 
lure, seeking through the weekly he published, to maintain that freedom. The other 
grandfather, "Czar" Kennedy, was High Mogul, big time operator, who had made his 
millions in Alaska, but who milked her and played in with the "Outside" - men from 
Seattle and San Francisco and Washington who stripped her of her riches for their 
own ends. Chris was brought up by the two of them, with Bridie Ballantyne providing 
the balance wheel, and Chris managed to survive and be a person in her own right. 

& Czar thought his millions could call the tune, but Thor was determined that Chris 
know Alaska from end to end before she went Outside. This is the story of the duel 
for control; it is the story of the men who wanted Chris; but first and last it is 
a close up portrait of Alaska, a loving, penetrating portrait, with her contradic- 
tions, her breath taking beauties, her chauvinism - and the tragedy of her political 
impotence. At times the story bogs down in the travelogue, and the characters seem 
puppets designed to act against a stage that dwarfs them. The story develops by 
flashback in counterpoint:- Thor's story the last to emerge - Czar's and Bridie's- 
and woven back and forth the story of Chris. There is need for more understanding 
of Alaska, and Edna Ferber has achieved what might have been done in more orthodox 
form. (LC: 58-6640) 


A DARK HORSE 


March 17 


Singleton, Betty World 
A NOTE OF GRACE $3.50 


* This is enchanting. While it hasn't the wicked tongue-in-cheek humor of 

Honor Tracy's The Straight and Narrow Path, it has originality, high drama and a 
certain poignancy- without sentimentality- that give it top billing....Fred Gedge, 
rural contractor, has ventured to enter a contest for the building of a new Civic 
Center and rumor has it that he has won. That- and the incredible performance on 
his trumpet with the village band have changed a modest, assured workman into a 
rather timorous character- for surely something outside human control had taken 

€ over his life. Then he finds himself further caught up in things outside his very 
Protestant Chapel background. A chapel is burned to the ground - but the nuns whose 
chapel it was, are saved, along with the old folks they cared form. He ventures 
an expression of relief that is "only" the chapel- and is confronted by the blazing 


-43- 














4 . Fiction January 15, 1958 












wrath of Sister Ignatius. And it is Sister Ignatius who takes over the story, as she 

fights for the survival of the community, the rebuilding of the chapel. What a tale, 

with its suspense, its quota of courage against odds, its human frailties. The nuns, & 
with Sister Ignatius as foreman - and the reluctant Gedge as furtive supervisor, face 

what seems inevitable defeat up to the ultimate climax. One of the Sisters after another 

comes through as an individual, rather than a type, and the duel between Sister Ignatius 

and Fred Gedge is sustained to its final vindication. A heartwarming book. (LC:58-5744 ) 












A Present Look at the Past 






These three biblical and historical novels have a more likely sales potential than the 
balance of the fiction titles in this issue: Rex Warner's THE YOUNG CAESAR (Little, 
Srown— A.M.P.) 1s the work of a classicist of distinction; Howard Fast’s MOSES, PRINCE 
OF EGYPT (Crown) adds to the contemporary portraiture of a great figure; and Frederick 
F. Van de Watex's DAY OF BATTLE (Ives Washburn) is the fourth in his Revolutionary panel 
of early Vermont See below for rertorts. 












PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


February 17 










Simon & Schuster 
ENTER LAUGHING $3.50 


Reiner, Carl 






The changes made in the name and the young (175) life of David Kokolovitz, from 
the Bronx, delivery boy in a machine shop, to Don Coleman, actor, when he becomes 4 
member of the Marlowe School of Performing Drama- a definitely off Broadway theatre 
company conducted by old man Marlowe and his fading if fleshy daughter, Angela. Coached- 
not quite as intimately as had been intimated- by Angela, Dave returns to his own gene- * 
ration in his search for sex- Wanda, who wouldn't, until Laura indicated that she might. 
And in between hustling on his job, he makes his first night appearance- attended only 
(22, 44, 66 cents admission) by his family- ("A Schildkraut he's not- a bum he's not"- 
his father) and the adulating girls.... Some of the brio that goes with the brash- but 
it's ham-handed, and vulgar in spots. (Q) 


February 25 

















Christopher, John Simon & Schuster 
THE CAVES OF NIGHT $3.50 
















A superior adventure entertainment spends most of its time underground- in the 
caves of the Austrian village of Frohnberg, and for those not under the spell of speleology, 
there is an attractive romance. The Herrins, Cynthia and Henry, an English couple, return 
each summer to Frohnberg to cave- where for the first time they meet the young Graf 
Frohnberg, a former Russian war prisoner whose experiences have left him only with a taste 
for death. Cynthia, attracted to another man for the first time since her marriage to 
Henry, is caught by the realization that she cannot salvage him and guilt also brings its 
bitterness. Cynthia and the Graf, along with a honeymoon couple- Heather and Peter, join 
Henry on one of his explorations and they are all trapped there when a tunnel wall crumbles. 
With few supplies, they try to make their way underground through the warren of tunnels 
and caves, rivers and lakes. Peter drowns, and Heather deliberately follows him; and 
finally, as they make their way nearer the surface, Cynthia is forced to choose between her 
husband or her lover- as one only can survive with her.... A genuine cliffhanger- and the 
subterranean world lends a very special background to danger with much the same appeal of 
the early Hammond Innes books. (LC:58-6277) “ 
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March 10 


Shattuck, Katharine McDowell, Obolensky 
THE NARROWEST CIRCLE $3-75 


A rather depressing little novel about the break-down of a triangular re- 
lationship, filled with backbiting verbal violence, but nothing physical at all. 
The Geigers, George and Nancy, a faculty couple, ask a former student of George's- 
Edith Martin- to live with them for the summer and take care of their little girl 
until their new baby is born. Edith starts off a little in love with George- whom 
she hero-worships, as well as admiring and liking Nancy. By the end of her stay 
she is disillusioned with both though still in love with George (to no effect). She 
dislikes their catty, intellectual friends, and has unchanged feelings only about 
the little girl. One rather likes Edith, though she is over-selfconscious, but as 
for the others- it is hard to see what she has ever found so attractive in them. 
Their so-called wit is thin and their charming stories seem less than that when 
written down. Worst of all, the continual complaining is boring- and the crises 
in which the characters are involved seem small indeed. (1C:58-6505) 


March 13 


Warner, Rex Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
THE YOUNG CAESAR $4.75 


* In the tradition of Robert Graves' I Claudius, of Thornton Wilder's The 
Ides of March— here is a segment of classical history and « giant figure from that 
history. Recalling his youth on the eve of his assassination- as if sensing his 
impending death- Caesar looks back over his early life up to his forty-third year and 
the conquest of Gaul. He analyzes and evaluates the worth of the great men he has 
known- Marius, Sulla, Pompey, Cicero, Cato- and the great military deeds and political 
upheavals which marked his time. Caesar is a shrewd psychologist and he brilliantly 
penetrates the underlying causes of events as well as the factions and manoeuvres 
through which they were perpetrated by the leaders of Rome. Caesar is cynical yet 
kindly, patient, proud, watchful, a bitter defender of social justice. If the memory 
he displays in the narrative is keen and circumstantial, it is also particularly im- 
pressive in its sentient, purpose-ridden forcefulness and shapes these vital 
reflections of a major world figure at the height of his powers. The narrative (and 
one may hope that there will be a second volume describing Caesar's maturity) carries 
the validity and significance of an historical document; it is fictional biography 


of a high order. (LC:58-6031) 
March 17 


Hiscock, Robin Knopf 
THE LAST RUN SOUTH $3.50 


The rather disconnected story of a sailor named Collins and a run to some 
Central American country on a cargo ship consists of four main incidents: his fight 
with the Mate who rides him which ends with Collins' sacking on their return to the 
home port; his finding of a prostitute with whom he falls in love; the beating and 
imprisonment of the ship's messboy due to Collins' carelessness; and a last episode 
of considerable excitement when Collins and a friend steal some money to right all of 
the other wrongs. Until the final episode with its ironic ending, there is no pull 
whatever to the book, and very little interest. Collins is not a man one cares much 
about- and without a concern for him, there is little to keep you reading. Mr. His- 
cock writes adventure well as proved by the theft scenes, but doesn't do much with 


character or motivation. (1C:58-5827) 
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March 17 








Jacobson, Dan Knopf 2 
THE PRICE OF DIAMONDS $1.45 paper 

A fable of human foibles has its moments of warmth- as well as gentle ridicule- 
as the "price of diamonds" tests the long friendship and partnership of Manfred Gottlieb 
and Fink, manufacturers representatives in South Africa at a time when the I.D.B. | 
(Illicit Diamond Buying) was a serious criminal offense. Fink, a big talker who has | 
for years made bold allegations of his possible participation in the I.D.B., is out of | 
town when a stranger hands a box of uncut diamonds to the cautious, meek little Gottlieb 
who determines to keep the diamonds- not for their value- but to prove himself a man to 
Fink. As the days pass, Gottlieb drops significant remarks to Fink- dallies- and enjoys 
his small revenge until Fink is beaten up on the streets (as Gottlieb mistakenly assumes- 
because of the diamonds) and lies in a critical coma. Tortured by anxiety, guilt and 
remorse, Gottlieb tries to get rid of the diamonds- and only as he makes his confession 
to Fink, is rewarded by another admission which repairs the broken trust between the two.... 
A comedy of errors and contrasts in character which owes much tothe fond portrayal of 
those involved in it- this is very different from Dan Jacobson's earlier, concentrated 
novellae (The Trap, A Dance in the Sun - Harcourt, Brace) and perhaps as difficult to place. 
The humor, the affectionate sympathy, and the strong Jewish inflection might designate 
the Wolf Mankiewicz audience. (LC:58-5823) 





Kavinoky, Bernice Rinehart 
THE MOTHER $3.00 


Less effusive than the preceding Honey from a Dark Hive (1956) the theme and 
the handling here have a close consanguinity with the earlier book and the strongly 
accented Jewish background shapes and defines the conflict between generations and in C3 
particular a mother and her son. Leonard Sherman is ready to give up his (mother's) 
dream to become a doctor and settle for a more immediate income in his uncle's clothing 
business in order to marry Rosemary- "an actress in Greenwich Village". Della, his 
mother, a simple, ungainly, bulky woman, who has brought him up in poverty, with a strong 
and single-minded determination that he would some day be a doctor like his Uncle Nate, 
is childishly, stubbornly unforgiving, drives Rosemary away. Trying- too late- to make 
up for the unhappiness she has brought him, she loses Lenny too- as in order to save 
himself- he leaves home for good..... Miss Kavinoky's mother, in her obsessive pride and 
overweening love, is an awkward, touching figure, and her story has an unmistakable re- 
cognition and sincerity. (1C:58-6254) 


March 19 


Grisman, Arnold E. Harper 
EARLY TO RISE $3.50 


With quite a touch of the Bissell brush this carries a light brief for the 
dollar chase in which a brash bachelor becomes first a money man, then a money man without 
money and for a finale a willing groom. Bill Roth, 23 and currently an engineering 
student, sees the light about the slow buck and the fast nickel, and, unable to persuade 
the family's wealthy Uncle Simon to back him, gets an assist from Uncle Henry for a start 
in the dyestuff business. His is a first person story of the practices he encounters, 
his spurt to riches through an East Indian representative of maharajahs, his troubles 
with buying and selling, producing on demand. The way he becomes involved with Adele 
Hertz, whose sister Alice turns out to be a double threat, are part of a young, not e 
completely coherent, side glance at a world in which inexperience and impudence win more 
than they have earned. Impertinent but not impervious. 
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March 19 Hi ib 
Mannix, Daniel P. Lippincott 
KIBOKO $4.95 


~e. was "the whip that conquered Africa", put to most profitable use by 
Captain Rutledge, a southerner, a Civil War casualty, now an expatriate, a slave 
trader who did business between the African east coast and Brazil. He is, at first, 
engaged in outwitting Captain Gordon, commander of the Medusa, a British frigate 
assigned to capture illegal slavers along the coast. Rutledge narrowly escapes the 
sea trap Gordon had set but in the process the crew (Independent Americans) of 
Rutledge's Flying Witch mutinies. Rutledge leaves the ship at Rio de Janeiro and 
returns to Africa, this time for ivory. He becomes a mercenary for "Binbin", a 
powerful Arab who has the east coast and the interior in his control which he main- 
tains by instigating periodic wars between the tribes. Rutledge, as "Binbin's" 
pasha, again meets up with Gordon who, as aid to the British consul, is still routing 
wrongdoers. Everyone is assembled in Buntoro (southern Uganda) for the land and lake 
battle between the British and the natives, led by Rutledge - champagne-drinking 
Englishmen, Boston missionaries, Ma Venner (who is killed violating tribal taboo) 
and Kitty (whom Rutledge has married in native ceremony), Amazon warriors and 
cannibals. Gordon is again defeated by the American. A second sea chase ensues, 
ironically on the Medusa and the Flying Witch, when Rutledge attempts to carry off 
the smuggled ivory. Gordon seizes the Flying Witch put through a legal technicality, 
Rutledge becomes again a free man and a wealthy one. Amid much talk of How To Handle 
The Natives, the story skips from one adventure to another in an overly long and 
disjointed fashion with repetition of the same events in different places. (1C:58- 


5849 ) 


Ruhen, Olaf Lippincott 
NAKED UNDER CAPRICORN $3.75 


The story of how a man, David Marriner, stranded in the desert of Australia, 
by just letting himself drift and accepting any help he is offered, becomes a very 
rich man indeed and turns the aborigine camp where he was rescued into a prosperous 
cattle station and trading center. In the process, he has also betrayed- through 
passivity and apathy- the natives to whom he owed not only his life but his financial 
success as well. The material about native ways, the flora and fauna of the area, 


- cattle raising, mining, trading, etc. is interesting background (cf. last year's 


Land of Dahor1) put the foreground is held by a man so nearly a zero that one scarcely 
cares what becomes of him. And it is hard to believe that anyone so insensitive 
(without being callous) and so unresponsive could realize, as he finally does, what 

a crime he has committed by being what might be called a guilty bystander. The book, 
as the earlier one, is most interesting where it is most indigenous- as a portrait 

of a distant, lonely part of the world. (1C:58-5847) 


March 20 


Fast, Howard Crown 
MOSES, PRINCE OF EGYPT $3.95 


In 1949 Dorothy Wilson's Prince of Egypt (Westminster) gave the story of a 
youth brought up in the belief that he was of the blood of the Pharoahs and a picture 
of what the court life and the training for the role of a prince-god would be. In 
1951 came Sholem Asch's Moses (Putnam), which would seem to be designed to pick up 
the threads and continue the story through Moses' life as a reluctant leader, who 
brought the Israelites out of bondage, who gave them the laws which kept them alive 
in the wilderness. Together, these books produced a rounded and challenging portrait 
of a great figure in Biblical history...Now comes Fast's Moses, Prince of Egypt which 
deepens the portrait, with a more intimate study of the conflicts within the young 
prince, as he went through the training, suffered the gibes of his "brothers", learned 
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the bitter truth of his origins, and - in exile with the Egyptian army - found himself, 
and laid the groundwork for his subsequent role. There is considerable duplication here 

of the Wilson material, though scholarship and archaeological findings of the last & 
decade have given this more substance and roots. Of the Asch section of Moses' story, 

there is as yet nothing; here is the young Moses, growing from boyhood to manhood, the 

years of preparation only. The enormous vitality of the Moses' figure once again proves 

itself able to sustain this third biographical panel, and Fast has once again- as in My 

Glorious Brothers particularly, been able to recapture an ancient half legendary- half 
historical figure of majestic proportions and clothe it in a kind f contemporary life. 

















March 20 


Bakker, Piet Doubleday 
CISKE THE RAT $3-75 


~eee-e iS a small, sullen, peaked spirited youngster, the victim of an unwanted- 
unloved background (his father has gone to sea- his mother works in a bar) and he is 
introduced as "a terrible type" to Bruis- his teacher- who tells his story here. While 
savage when attacked or abused, Ciske responds slowly to Bruis, who wins his confidence, 
and some of the children- particularly the invalided and doomed Dorus- who befriend him. 
But Bruis' protective interest in the boy is limited when Ciske knifes and kills his 
mother and his appeal, while justifiable, cannot stay a sentence of three months in a 
reform school. When released- and placed in the understanding hands of the woman who will 
marry his father- Ciske is still alone with the guilt of his crime and it is only with the 
help of Bruis and the priest who had guided him in the reform school that he finds release 
at the end of a struggle which almost takes his life..... In translation from the Dutch, 
Ciske's story which is told with great simplicity has an unfailing appeal although it may 
take a certain pressure to direct it toward an audience. (LC:58-6629) 


Taylor, Robert Lewis \ Doubleday 
THE TRAVELS OF JAIMIE McPHEETERS 3%) )3 $3.95 


a eine are, to say the least, precarious for he and his father, Dr. Sardius 
McPheeters, tell the story in turns, each, generally, leaving the other up a creek. 
Fleeing Louisville because of debts, Doc takes Jaimie with him, manages to lose him quite 
promptly and continues his effervescent way to Independence. Jaimie rescues a girl, 
Jennie, wins enemies, is rescued himself and, with his father again, heads westward for 
gold. Their party is guided by Coulter, meets Indian savagery and attack, hardships, 
death and romance (for Jennie); Jaimie is captured by Indians, freed by Coulter, and becomes 
the friend of a Pawnee chief who saves them from another band of redskins. A winter with 
the Mormons in Salt Lake City brings trouble for Jennie, now a widow, and Doc through the 
vengeance of the Danites but they are aided on their way to California. There the gold - 
which they finally find - is the means of their losing their fortune, of the death of 
Jaimie's enemies, and the near-downfall of his father when, in San Francisco, he is almost 
lost to alcohol. But the friendship and help of their English traveling companion gives 
Doc another chance and repays the kindness of their other friends. A story that bulges - 
with history, incident, people and places - has~a good humored quality in its father and 
son recital, in its contrast of personalities, in its matter of fact, boyish and adult, 
telling. All the horrors of the trail west, of the Gold Rush push, of Indian - and white - 
benavior go hand in hand with the decency and humanity the McPheeters engender and encounter. 
For a personal enthusiasm sale. 


Babb, Sanora Viking -Reynal 
THE LOST TRAVELER $3.95 
- is Des Tannehill, a professional gambler, handsome, debonair, lovable, « 


"a clean man in a dirty business" which with its diminishing returns eventually brings 
still more devastating results not only for Des- but Belle, his wife, and Robin and 
Stevie, his girls. For all except Des- the vagrant life as they move from town to town 
through Oklahoma has its shadowed insecurity as well as the stigma of his profession, 

and while Belle is quietly submissive, Robin- his oldest girl- becomes willful and defiant 
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in her one aim- to lead her own life, and Stevie, who is more sensitive, breaks under 
the tensions. Des' failing eyesight, his failures at the tables during the depres- 
sion years, his quarrels with Robin, and finally with Belle, all lead to the point 
where everyone has turned on him (even the law) and he lights out- alone.... The 
gambler's world- in contrast to the narrow solidity of midwestern life thirty odd 
years ago, the fascination of the riffle of the deck, the downward spiral of a once 
charmed life, all this has its vitality and inevitable dissolution. A first novel 

of some conviction and considerable compassion. (1C;58-7404) 


March 24 


Morgan, Joe Random House 
EXPENSE ACCOUNT $3.75 


Living that is ridden and riddled by a split, double, standard is that of 
Peter Cody whose Monday through Friday working week is in the chips of an expense 


account and whose family weekends are low level, debt clouded and painful. Promo- 
tion Manager of the Cartwright Tool and Products Company he is handed a hot assign- 
ment when he is to assist the current (female) Cartwright to set up a company cen- 
tennial and gets the chance to decide "if a man 44S to be a son of a bitch just to 
survive" and takes another way out. His path to his decision takes in the pandering 
necessary for the company's biggest customer, the alcoholic career of an associate, 
the economic tightrope of a wife and family, and the chance to sell out, for big. 
money, to the ruin of the company. A desperate integrity saves him from an unending 
split pocketbook life when he realizes that it is not entirely the professional 
expense account but the ability to control it - and that it is not for him. An on 
the line, current interest theme which makes the most of its subject and its less 
savory aspects. (1C:58-5271) (Q) 


“Van de Water, Frederick F. Ives Washburn 
DAY OF BATTLE $3 -95 


* Fourth and last of the tetralogy built around the early days of Vermont's 
Stalwart determination to be an independent nation if she could not be a state in 
her own right. These books have been ten years in the making- starting with 
Reluctant Rebel back in 1948. And this is the best of the lot. A few of the charac- 
ters in the earlier books reappear - Corlaer and Ira Allien, in particular - but not 
as principals. Once again it is Vermont itself that seems the motivating factor, 
holding the loyalty and the grim determination of her ragged sons to the point of 
standing against the British and German and Tory forces and turning them in a battle 
at Bennington, a battle far more important psychologically than any normal estimate 
then or now. Against a story of the buildup to the battle which stands with Long 
Remember for its vivid recreation, is spun the romance of a York Stater, won to the 
Vermont cause, and the Tory girl he loved; and there are various secondary themes 
built around the little families that made their contribution to the cause of liberty. 
Good story telling- and a good historical. (LC:58-6774) 


March 25 


Bessand-Massenet, Pierre Abelard -Schuman 
THE AMOROUS GHOST - $3.00 


eee+eis young suicide Rosette who becomes the companion of Parisian avant- 
gardiste Panouche while he takes over a relative's apartment in the Palais-Royal. 
Through her and her ghostly companions he is lured away from his contemporary pursuit 
of founding a new intellectual magazine, from his affaire with Annik, and from his 
sloppy-joe dressing. He finds nightly entertainment in stories of the past, in 
Rosette's more than spectral love for him, in the actual glimpses of Paris of bygone 
days and is even financially helped by Rosette's small hidden fortune. Her disap- 
pearance over his apparent interest in another revenant almost destroys him physically 
but Annik and a professor of occult sciences bring him safely back to normal. Only 
Annik then becomes the possessed and finally exorcises their pursuer. French frivol 
for special tastes. (LC:58-5439) 
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March 26 ¥ 





Sebestyen, Gyorgy Harcourt, Brace 
MOMENT OF TRIUMPH /$3-95 te 






There are Angry Young Men all over the world, it seems, these days, but un- 
doubtedly the ones in this novel will command more sympathy than some of their American 
and English counterparts. The book deals with the first week of the Hungarian Revolution 
and particularly with Zoltan Borbely; his involvement in the revolt which gives his 
previously meaningless life direction and faith- and then again despair; his brief and 
tragically ended love affair with Anna. Though the young men here have a more obvious, 
overt object to direct their anger against, the same themes run through their personal 
rebellion that occur in ours; loneliness, irritation (at the least ) against the previous 
generation, the desire for personal fulfillment. Only for a short moment of triumph 
during the Revolution these individual concerns are held at bay by the desperate unity of 
fighting. An interesting, sometimes moving, and unsentimental novel. 











































March 27 


Dohrman, Richard Houghton, Mifflin 
THE CROSS OF BARON SAMEDI $4.50 


Baron Samedi - Chief of the Legion of the Dead, Haitian voodoo overlord, symbolized 
the superiority of the primitive over the foreign white conquerors, the aliens who, failing 
in understanding, failed in infusing "civilization" into tribal ritual and mores. Lt. Owen 
Wiley, in command of a Haitian outpost at the time of Hoover's presidency, consicered him- 
self inured to the climate, the natives, the customs. He had met and married Isabel 
Bogardus in Bronxville, much against the wishes of her family who had brought up Isabel 
to expect better than Wiley could offer. Her wildest expectations, however, couldn't pre- * 
pare her for Haiti's rigorous demands. Lacking her husband's phlegmatic sense of balance, 
she got herself killed by voodoo-inspired tribesmen. Her mother and brother arrive on 
the scene and become as swept up in the unreal Haitian atmosphere as all the other white 
men who had spent too much time there - Dr. Menninger, whose skill appeared to be incom- 
petence from afar, Capt. Belknap, a periodic drunkard, Julian Aubery, who became a voodoo 
ritualist. Wiley, tired, bored, takes up an affair with Aubery's sister; he bungles even 
here, incapable of keeping their secret, and is killed, a careless voodoo victim. A vast 
canvas is painted here with many acute character portraits and dialogue, but lacking unity, 
total meaning and fitting resolution. (LC:58-6493) 





March 31 


Keene, James Random House 
SEVEN FOR VENGEANCE $3.50 


The Texas town of Gunlock is in awe of the power of E. Temple Manly and it 
takes a murder to send him in charge of a posse to find the killer and to cut down his 
high and mighty rules for his family that separate them from others. For Buck is de- 
termined that if Cardigan is caught there is going to be no hanging; Sheriff Harms is 
Manly's doormat; Kohler can make no decisions; Jim Manly is resentful of his father and 
proves to be incontrollable; Betty, Cardigan's sister, is certain of her brother's in- 
nocence and ready to answer back to Manly while Wilson and Indian Reilly are alert for 
a split within the party. Their ride a failure, they return to Gunlock with Manly's 
reputation in question and, with Buck's discovery of Jim's involvement, eventually ruined. 
Western in background, this is more concerned with values than action and achieves its * 
goal with some awkwardness. (LC:58-5274) 
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COLDSTERS AND HOLSTERS 


March 14 


Olesker, Harry Simon & Schuster 
NOW, WILL YOU TRY FOR MURDER $2.95 


A top spot TV quiz show cracks when its current winning contestant is 
murdered and The Big Question’s publicity man, Pete Brand, works through the high 
pressure resentments of the unit to find his killer. A second death and Pete learns 
more about his suspects, none of it too pleasant, until, with the police on hand, 
he unwinds the true story. Swaggering. 


March .17 


Coxe, George Harmon Knopf 
THE IMPETUOUS MISTRESS $2.95 


Commercial artist, Rick Sheridan, is target for the killing of Frieda, 
his wife whose promise of divorce is conditioned by the custody of their son. To 
free his own neck Rick turns spy on his friends and neighbors in Connecticut, by- 
passes police assistance, builds up a not so pretty picture of his murdered wife's 
recent affairs and, after another death, delivers the killer. At ease. (1C:58-6534) 


Hastings, Macdonald Knopf 
. CORK IN THE DOGHOUSE $3.00 


Yoicks for Mr. Cork and his adventures, which are set in motion by a will 
dependent on a dog's life, with the Staffordshire bull terrier bitch, Honey. For 
the special risks policy which The Anchor Insurance Co., Ltd., has issued brings 
blackmail, attempts to steal Honey, the brotherhood which has a fancy for a "reet 
'un" and illegal dog fighting, and out of the way incidents for Mr. Cork. Britishly 
bulldogging. (LC:58-6532) 


March 18 


Ward, Brad Macmillan 
FRONTIER STREET «$325 
02 GS 

Buffalo Horn is the trail town where Niles Ashton comes to replace the 
fifth dead marshal in three years and he makes clear that his gun is for hire but not 
his scruples in facing down the three factions that want individual control. Still 
other enemies are out to do him in and with the mob roused to a lynching Ashton 
resorts to stampeding the cattle herds to wipe out the lawless. Rugged. (1C:58-5120) 


March 20 


Hitchens, Dolores Doubleday 
FOOL'S GOLD $2.95 


Two young punks- Skip and Eddie- with reformatory records- learn through 
@ girl, Karen, of the fortune in cash hidden in the household of old Mrs. Havermann 
where Karen serves as a companion. Having- in error- confided his plans to an uncle, 
Skip loses his chance to pull off. the job alone, and in his hurry to get the most 
first, accidentally murders old Mrs. Havermann. Only Eddie and Karen- running away 
together- are able to absolve their conscience and the crime- by returning to face 
its consequences. Accelerated all the way. (LC :58-6642 ) 
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Kendrick, Baynard Doubleday 
CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER $2.95 


This has a distinctly different flavor from the earlier Duncan Maclain mysteries 
in that the psychological as well as the physical facts of the detective's blindness are 
constantly stressed, and in that the story is so closely linked with the scientific facts 
and formulae of nuclear physics that a second barrier is raised. Perhaps the science 
fiction market is the one to assay in this account of a Hudson Valley uranium mine, the 
strange substance that both crooks and traitors try to secure, and Maclain's alternating 
brilliance- and befuddlement- in approaching a solution. (1C:58-6644) 


March 24 


Malo, Vincent Gaspard Abelard -Schuman 
MURDER ON THE MISTRAL $2.75 


Supt. Matthews of Scotland Yard, Inspector Blackie Piers of the C.I.D., and 
other officers cross the Channel to collaborate with the French police in an attempt to 
end a traffic in narcotics and nail a group of offenders known as the Grand Gang. In so 
doing, they set in motion a large scale vendetta, but manage to clean out and clean up 
the underworld of both the West End and Marseilles.... A British import, but a pretty 
dreadful penny dreadful. (LC:58-6428) 


nae =~ FH ET +t eS 
No MUST BOOKS- One DARK HORSE 


February 19 


Walworth, Arthur Longmans, Green oe 
WOODROW WILSON Pre-Publ.- $13.50 
Vol. l= American Prophet ; Vol. II- World Prophet Post-Publ.- $15.00 


* In the current welter of Wilson biographies (stemming from the celebration of 
his centenary) this one at hand comes nearest to being definitive. Ten years in the making, 
this is based on existing archives, letters, diaries and new sources hitherto unplumbed, 
and is backed by two Wilson agencies. It contains more pertinent fact and permits length-_ 
ier excerpts and commentaries; it covers material obtainable elsewhere without the effect 
being merely additive. Through the subtle perception of the biographer one sees here- as 
one may at best be told elsewhere - the fateful aura attached to Wilson, both by his own 
unshakable choice and by the surrounding forces of history. One sees the step-by-step 
progress from academic obscurity to the dramatic dilemmas and climaxes. One sees Wilson's 
need for isolation, his corresponding need for Colonel House; his personal traditions, and 
his reliance upon them; his capacity for romance, his vindictiveness, his pathetic vanity. 
If the biography does not argue a particular Wilson psychology, it does not need to. This, 
in a sense, is Wilson. The man, inevitably, exceeds all explanations and strictures. This 
is a biography of immense stature;-enduring value, compelling- and a joy to read. It is 
surely destined to be one of the important books of 1958. 


And for Special Mention 


Holt is giving the big push to J. Edgar Hoover's MASTERS OF DECEIT - the Story of Commun- 
ism in America and How to Fight It. And we want to put in our plug for. Robert Brittain(ts 
RIVERS, MAN AND MYTHS (Doubleday), a winning book in an unexpected field. 





€ 
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February 5 


Glubb, John Bagot Harper 
A SOLDIER WITH THE ARABS $5 .00 


eee. tells a story that throws more light on the situation in Trans- 
Jordan over the explosive years when he served as Commander-in-Chief of the Arab 
Legion, than a half dozen other books on the Middle East. For twenty years- which 
he passes over with brevity and little or no claim to the peace and stability he 
helped establish- Glubb Pasha, as he is everywhere known, helped make the tiny king- 
dom take its place in the council of nations. Then came 1948- and from that point 
on he analyzes mercilessly the play of power politics through which the State of 
Israel was born. He places blame first on one then on another of the major powers, 
and pulls no punches in his forthright criticism of double dealing, bungling, 
stupidity, whether he is talking of Britain's activities in the Middle East, of 
France's arbitrary seizing of power, of Russia's share in the issues- chiefly that 
of making sure that the other powers were at odds- and of the United States putting 
political campaigns on the home front and the Jewish vote ahead of the manipulations 
of the powder keg that is the crossroads of the world. Somehow, though one feels 
that Glubb is pro-Arab- or more exactly pro-Jordan (for his criticism is frequently 
levied against the Arab League, against Egypt and Nasser)- he manages to present 
what he sees as the facts, cogently, compellingly, and without rancour or emotional 
bias. It is a straightforward record, meticulously detailed as to strategy and 
tactics and propaganda- until one feels that nothing that is reported in our papers 
is unadulterated fact, but always the semblance of truth, based on a tissue of dis- 
tortions. This is only now and again a personal story; Trans-Jordan, despite the 
cavalier treatment he got when the young Husain was trapped by the leftist forces, 
remains the hero of his tale. 


February 14 


Hamilton, Elizabeth Scribner 
PUT OFF THY SHOES $3.50 


Charming as this is, it seems an anomaly for any book on travel in Israel 
and Jordan today to be as remote and untouched by the tensions and political climate 
of opinion as this. The author, a Catholic and a classical scholar, has written a 
simple record of unostentatious travel, keeping her own religious beliefs to herself, 
but allowing her classical background to evoke the past against a setting in the 
present. From Acre to the hidden rock-city of Petra she goes, to Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem, to the Dead Sea and Sodomand to the k1bbutzim, the collective farms of 
modern Israel. She travels alone by whatever means present themselves, making friends, 
meeting and describing all kinds of people. Although a book of travel, written with 
perceptive understanding, conscious sensitivity, occasional flashes of humor, this 
is neither a guidebook nor an analysis of the country and the people. Indeed, on 
this score it is singularly superficial. The appeal is probably to the literate 
readers of the Bible and of history of the past and to stay-at-home travelers than 
to those who have visited or purpose to visit the Holy Land. (L1C:57-12357) 


February 17 


Hosford, Mary Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE MISSOURI TRAVELER COOKBOOK $3.75 


An autobiographical tour encompasses not only personal history but recipes 
from many kitchens, lands and people for the author, born in Kansas City, Mo., goes 
from family favorites to those of restaurants, entertainers, neighbors and friends. 
There's a German and a Welsh grandmother together with a colored cook whose specialties 
are part of her story; there are dishes from Switzerland, England, France, Germany, 
Hawaii, Mexico and from many states and cities; there are the things she enjoyed as a 
child, in college, living in New York City, abroad and visiting. The recipes are 
scattered throughout the excerpts of her life: with her family and three sisters, school, 
radio stints, bachelor girl, beaus, her own marriage and children, travels, and her 
work on the C.V. Whitney moving picture The Missouri Traveler. A Saimagundi of all 
sorts of foods, this is an extra rather than an overall cookbook and served with a 
light touch. (1C:58-7284) 
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February 24 


Morgan, Edmund S. Little, Brown 
THE PURITAN DILEMMA: The Story of John Winthrop $3.50 -* 


Anya Seton's The Winthrop Woman (see P. 845) will spark more general interest 
in John Winthrop than has existed before outside scholarly circles. This serious study 
has, therefore, a better chance of general appeal. Mr. Morgan describes, within and about 
the life of John Winthrop, all the delicate refinements of a significant religious crisis, 
the crisis of whether the original Puritan ideal brought to Salem by the Massachusetts Bay 
Company, would weaken and splinter - or whether, transplanted, it would survive intact and 
flourish. This is the central theme, but there is also the internal struggle and develop- 
ment of Winthrop himself. The man, stolid, proud, inflexible, immensely skilled in the 
machinery of government and in his role as shepherd of the expedition, seems- viewed with 
hindsight- to have had an almost Jamesian fascination for the workings out of his scruples 
and principles, at no matter what sacrifice. Taken as pure biography and an evocation of 
17th century New England, aside from the prime value for the religious crisis it posed- 
this is a superior and highly acute work of historical resurrection. Mr. Morgan deserves 
praise and appreciation for taking his subject off the shelves of dusty scholarship, and 
presenting it for any serious interest in the man, the period and the problem. (1C:58-6029) 





February 25 


Bowers, Claude G. Simon & Schuster 
CHILE THROUGH EMBASSY WINDOWS $5.00 


The title would seem to limit the scope of a book which goes far beyond what 
could be seen "through embassy windows". Claude Bowers, whose diplomatic post in Spain 
had taxed him to the limit, was assigned to Chile as a soft post- and arrived just as 
Hitler broke loose in Europe. So the years that followed were far from "soft"- though Re 
he squeezed from his experience everything possible, savoring it all to the fullest degree 
and sharing his responses with his readers. While Claude Bowers lacks the flair for 
dramatizing what happens to him, he is a competent and thorough reporter, and at the close 
of the book one feels that for probably the first time, Chile emerges as an individual 
entity, possibly the most consistent democracy on this continent, every facet of the country, 
the people, the political, social, intellectual and economic aspects presented with clarity, 
color and flavor. Ambassador Bowers was quite evidently personna grata, and he made it his 
business to learn to know the country and the people at first hand, every explorable corner 
of a beautiful land, and to interpret what he found to the woefully ignorant people of the 
U.S.A. The war years presented their mead of problems, with the slow motion necessitated 
by the democratic process resulting in doubts and aspersions cast upon Chile's intent, 
even from our State Department. But once the way was cleared, Chile's contribution was a 
substantial one. This is not a book likely to be seized upon by the casual reader, but it 
should prove a basic, definitive book providing necessary background for anyone interested 
in South America. (1C:58-6273) 





Pendleton, Ralph- Fd. Wesleyan University Press 
THE THEATRE OF ROBERT EDMOND JONES $12.50 


A collection of articles on and drawings by one of the greats in American 
theatre, this also provides a chronology of Jones' life and works and thereby makes this 
particularly useful for students and historians of the theatre. Stark Young, Lee 
Simonson, Jo Meilziner, John Mason Brown write of Jones' special contributions and con- 
cepts; Don Oenslager, Kenneth MacGowan tell of working with him; Mary Hall Furber gives 
an insight into his childhood and early background. The 51 black and white plates are 
reproductions of his sketches and drawings for various productions. Working from 1914 to a 
his death in 1954, Jones' scenic designs, costumes, and decor, were a part of the excite- 
ment and experiment of the theatre and his creative and imaginative work is here displayed 
and analyzed for all future researchers. A specific audience for this. (1C:58-5188) 














February 26 


Simkatis, Helen Lippincott 
SALT-WATER FISHES FOR THE HOME AQUARIUM i $6.00 


This collects all tested information to date on a marine fish aquarium for 
beginner or more advanced hobbyist and provides a work book of importance for those 
who have strayed from fresh water to salt water varieties. From the setting up of 
the tank and its management and maintenance to the collecting of both natural salt 
water and the specimens themselves, this concentrates on the care and precautions 
needful to keep the aquarium family alive and healthy. The watchful housekeeping 
against toxic conditions, against changes in salinity, against materials not stable 
in salt water; the need for cleanliness, attention to feeding, prompt action for 
sickness; the choosing of compatible varieties and the decoration of the tank- this 
guides and instructs from personal experience as well as from advice of others in 
the field. One of the few books on this particular, growing hobby, this should find 
a steady market. Illustrated with halftones and line drawings and with a glossary. 


(LC :58-5850) 
| aR Wey : February 26 4 | 7 


Bailey, Rowexrt Putnam 
A MATTER OF LIFE OR DEATH «$4.95 
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"The Incredible Story of Krebiozen" continues Herbert Bailey's vehement 
account and defense of this drug (and attack against organized medicine) which he 


' originally made in his first book- x~ (Krebiozen- Key to Cancer?) which Hermitage 


published in 1955, at about the same time when George Stoddard wrote his discredi- 
tization, Krebiozen (Beacon). ‘Certainly, much as in the Hiss-Chambers case, one is 
left with the same sense that there are many dubiosa in this controversy- on both 
sides; that Bailey's partisanship lacks scientific detachment; and that with so much 
evidence, there are still some unexplained factors and rather unbelievable claims. 
Most of this book retraces much of the material presented in the first: the Durovics' 
importation of the drug they developed in Argentina; Dr. Ivy's (the former head of | 
the University of Illinois Medical School, and vice-president under Stoddard- both 
of whom were deposed) sponsorship; the results of the first tests; the damaging 
effects of the publicity releases and the blackballing by the A.M.A., the falsifica- 
tions of evidence against what was always termed a "secret preparation" (and still is); 
etc. etc. Some of the newer material is based on the findings of the five year 
period (the 70% beneficial results on 687 patients tested) which Dr. Ivy released in 
the book Regnery published last year..... It remains a fascinating story in many 
respects (if Bailey's allegations are all bona fide) frightening - and perhaps this 
second presentation will override the restrictive (review, advertising, and distri- 
bution wise) handicaps raised against the first. 


Clason, Clyde B. wa | Putnam 
EXPLORING THE DISTANT STARS 3 / 2% $5.00 
A nearer look at outer space- with a passing, respectful nod at the solar 
system- this gives informative material on the internal composition, orbital behavior 
and galactic roles of the stars; who discovered them, named them; on the nature of 
the space that lies between the stars; on the measurement of time and distance; on 
the perpetual flight of the galaxies from one another; on the origin, structure and 
fate of the universe. You will also learn about telescopes for eye and ear and 
other perceptual apparatus, and a great deal more about individuals, the great 
astronomers and what they personally achieved. The mathematics is virtually painless 
and the prose, though compact and freighted, is witty and drastically colloquial 
(a star is "a hot number") The book may err in this direction- but this is a con- 
temptible quibble since it handles so much material- so well- and will be fascinating 
to a science-minded market. (LC:58-5468) 
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March 4 
Montagu, Ashley Grove Press & 
Cloth $3.50 
EDUCATION AND HUMAN RELATIONS Paper $1.45 


The noted anthropologist and educator contributes here a series of articles 
(previously published separately) devoted to the discussion of the nature of human nature 
and the education which best suits that nature. He reaffirms what he has said on love 
in other places (Foundation of Human Nature, The Natural Superiority of Women), that 
"the function of education is to set the individual free for the ability to love and 
work", that "the greatest teachers have been the greatest lovers", that "the measure of 
a person's humanity is the extent and intensity of his love for mankind". The volume 
includes articles on: Democracy, Education and Race, Teaching, Living and Loving, Man 
And Human Nature (which he defines as "the uniquely human set of potentialities for being 
human with which homo sapiens is born.") Those who would disagree with Mr. Montagu will 
find little to dispute in The Direction of Women's Education where he maintains that 
woman's emotional, physiological and psychological make-up necessitates her being educated 
in a manner different from men, and where he insists that woman, as the nurturer, is the 
custodian of love. An informative if repetitive study, clearly and succinctly written, 
not beyond the general reader. (LC:58-5095) 


March 10 


Hoover, J. Edgar Henry Holt 
MASTERS OF DECEIT $5.00 











The Story of Communism in America and How to Fight It- this- between its subject, 
its authorship, and the strong publisher backing- certainly bears watching. But the 
reader, who expects something of the drama of the F.8.J. Story, or any of the sensational 
and/or revelational material the title might suggest, may well be disappointed. For this ae 
is- as it is intended to be- a book which explains communism, what it is, how it operates, 
and what we need to know to combat it, and there is very little casework to illustrate the 
case in point. The derivation of Communism- in Marx and Engels; its activation by Lenin; 
its perpetuation- to the extreme- by Stalin, covers the historical background. Its claims- 
and conversion of American citizens (largely idealists- but also misfits and opportunists); 
life in the party and the heavy demands upon its members; the disciplinary program; the 
tactics and techniques of infiltration above ground and under; the use and abuse of 
minorities; and finally some general guidance on how one can spot, expose and oppose com- 
munist efforts conclude what is a systematic text on the theory of Communism and its 
application in America..... An explanation- and of course an admonition- which is system- 
atic and sober, undramatized and depersonalized. (LC:58-7643) 








Cowley, Malcolm Viking 
WRITERS AT WORK: The Paris Review Interviews $5.00 


The Paris Review, founded in 1953, needed established authors for impetus -- but 
the price was too high. Resourcefully they sent two interviewers to the literary lions: 
Forster, Mauriac, Faulkner, Thurber, Robert Penn Warren, Joyce Cary, Thornton Wilder, 
Frank O'Connor and Truman Capote, among others. Did Joyce Cary base his characters on 
real people? Was Mauriac's faith help or hindrance in his work? Does writing for TV or 
films compromise the novelist? No pattern emerges - but widely divergent processes of 
creativity. They gnaw here at the problems of style, technique, plotting, verisimilitude, 
symbolism, historical trends and confess their debts to earlier writers. "It's hard to 
write humor in the mental weather we have had," says Thurber. "The good writing of any 
age has always been the product of someone's neurosis," says William Styron. And Dorothy 
Parker renews the halcyon years at Vanity Fair when she and Benchley decorated the office e 
with illustrations from The Casket and Sunnyside -- two periodicals for undertakers to 
which they subscribed. Many who write, some who read, could find this instructive. 
Illustrated with page manuscripts of each author. (1C:58-6046) 
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Blanshard, Paul Beacon Press 
AMERICAN FREEDOM AND CATHOLIC POWER: New Edition $3.95 


It is approximately nine years since the original edition appeared; at 
that time it sold 240,000 copies and has been selling steadily ever since. But in 
these years there have been signal events in the power controversy, and the church- 
state power struggle goes on here and abroad. It is not unlikely that the next 
presidential nomination will excite extremes of opinion in the event of a Catholic 
being nominated. Blanshard takes the position that anti-Catholic political move- 
ments degenerate into bigotry and fanaticism. BUT that the attitude of Catholic 
candidates toward policies of Church and State must be clarified. Catholicism can- 
not be used as a shield from reasonable questioning. To this end he charts the basic 
queries, presenting the accepted Church directives, and asking how the candidate 
would stand on these moot points....The revision- the virtual rewriting- of this 
text will make its contribution to public knowledge of the whole area. 


March 17 


Crehan, Fern Dodd, Mead 
THE DAYS BEFORE YESTERDAY _ $3.50 


_ This short, nostalgic, sentimental story tells of the author's life on an > 
Ohio farm at the turn of the century. Fern's mother and sister had died in child- 
birth and her father took her to live with his parents on the farm two miles from 
Lake Erie. The farm had 45 acres of vineyards- cherry, apple, plum and pear orchards; 
strawberry, raspberry and blackberry patches. The farm life was idyllic for Fern- 
motherless and somewhat of a waif. She could watch Grandma do the preserves, shoot 
BB's at tin cans, brush down old Bess, help the berry pickers, watch, hesitantly, 
the pig slaughtering and go to market in the gray of the morning. With all of this 
for an education, the necessity of school seemed far away. But school too (the eight 
grades in one room) became a part of the rustic, pastoral scene. A sketch of golden 
days, undiminished by hindsight. (LC:58-6832) 


Wibberley, Leonard Holt 
THE COMING OF THE GREEN $3.50 


The delight and despair of Wibberley's heart - the Irish - are here traced 
in their new world history from the flood of immigrants in the mid-l9th century to 
their assimilation as Americans more than a century later. Wretched, illiterate, 
unskilled they met the challenge and lost the smell of steerage and slums to add to 
their adopted country's progress and turned about to try to prevent the next wave of 
German and Italian immigrants. This is their record from their work on the roads 
and canals and railroads, to their action in the Civil War, their part in riots and 
strikes, in mines and unionization, their anti-British stand in World War I and their 


‘power in presidential elections over the question of Ireland's freedom. Good as well 


as black marks in Hibernian history are noted and Wibberley's liveliness is in keep- 
ing with his subject. A well defined audience for this which will include those who 
read his earlier [he Trouble With The Irish (1956). (LC:58-6455) 


Levin, Harry Knopf 
THE POWER OF BLACKNESS $4.00 


Through a minute reconsideration of Hawthorne, Poe and Melville, Harry 
Levin traces the ever mysterious problem of good and evil. If this seems to be a 
hackneyed subject, Professor Levin does manage to pour a few drops of new wine into 
the old bottles. He has examined the works of these old masters lovingly and closely, 
almost too closely for the glaring fault of this text is its wordiness. His exami- 
nation of Hawthorne is perhaps the most successful, it is delicate and perceptive. 
But perhaps Hawthorne of these three writers is the easiest to analyze, the most 
classical, the least paradoxical. In the end he made a successful adjustment to life 
and marriage...Poe remains the most enigmatic; no one, as yet, has had final insights 
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into Poe's complex background and nature. He was doubtless doomed from the beginning, 
given his ill-fated childhood... And Melville's answers are so paradoxical and ambiguous, 

the very course of his greatness, since he had no easy answers, that any analysis of his Se 
works necessarily pursues a zig-zag course. This is a work of scholarship and perception 

but it has neither brilliance nor challenge, though he is almost alone in going against 

the general American optimism, pragmatism and utilitarianism. This belongs chiefly on 
university bookshelves, to be read by scholars and students of literature. (1C:58-5826) 





March 17 
Mulder, William & Mortensen, A. Russell Knopf 
AMONG THE MORMONS $6.75 


Vermont's visionary Joseph Smith and his revelation of two divine golden books, 
Urim and Thummim, spawned the migrant mission of the millenium. The saga of the sagebrush 
saints and their prophet-patriarch is resurrected through the letters and newspaper reports 
of contemporaries. The sect strengthened, Smith was shot, schism begot the Latter-Day 
Saints and Mormon bastions flourished at Nauvoo the Beautiful and at Deseret (Salt Lake 
City). Champions and critics parried as polygamy became a political issue. Brigham Young 
made the desert bloom -- 93 bushels of wheat to an acre - and the sect brought followers 
from Europe, pushing handcarts to Zion. The observations of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Sir 
Richard Burton, Charles Dickens, Horace Greeley and Vachel Lindsay are recorded here. 
Detractor Mark Twain said of Mormon women. .. "these poor, ungainly and pathetically 
‘homely' creatures - the man that marries one of them has done an act of Christian charity 
which entitles him to the kindly applause of mankind, not their harsh censure, and the man 
that marries sixty of them has done a deed of open-handed generosity so sublime that the 
nations should stand uncovered in his presence and worship in silence." But Jedediah Grant, 
Salt Lake City's first mayor retaliated: "We have among us women who play on the piano and 
mix French with their talk and men who would ask nothing better than to be fed by other 
people for squaring circles and writing dead languages all their lives -- albeit we would 
not give one good gunsmith's apprentice for the whole of them." A pungent pastiche for an 
Americana audience, handled with sympathetic and informed understanding. (LC:58-5825) 


of 
nl Knopf 
ot 3° $3050 


A gastronomical guide through some fifty bistros will serve as a gourmet's hand- 
book, whether on location- or back at home where approximately two recipes from each 
restaurant can be duplicated by the more skillful cook. Bistro by bistro, there are 
general remarks about the atmosphere and decor and nearby sites, on the clientele, on ap- 
propriate wines to go with these sfecialites de la maison, on prices, etc. The recipes- | 
some are simpler- demand care but are explicitly explained..... An extra- for the more 
fastidious. | 





Watt, Alexander 
PARIS BISTRO COOKERY 


March 18 


Mallalieu, J.P.W. Macmillan | 
EXTRAORDINARY SEAMAN $3.50 | 


Admirers of the illustrious Horatio Hornblower (a la C.S. Forester) will feel 
convinced that here is the counterpart in history- Thomas Cochrane, imaginative genius 
and one of Britain's finest sea combat heroes. Eldest son of the Earl of Dundonald, born 
in Scotland in 1775, descendant of a long line of land and sea fighters, Cochrane joined 
the Navy at the start of the Napoleonic Wars. A born navigator and a man without fears, 
he soon distinguished himself by astonishing feats of seamanship and strategy. Given his ! 
first command in 1800, a 158-ton brig, Cochrane defeated and captured ships larger than his 
own; he went on to more famous ships and played a decisive part in ending French sea-power. | 





———— —————— 


January 15, 1958 Non-fiction -59- 


An inventor and innovator as well as a superlative sea captain, Cochrane, outspoken 
and tactless, became involved in a stock-exchange scandal and was found guilty. He 
was dismissed from the Navy, served a year of his sentence in prison, and took up his 
naval career fighting for the revolting South American countries against Spain and 
Portugal. When he returned to command in his own Navy, he fought for the introduction 
of steam. He died in 1860 and was buried in Westminster Abbey. Compactly written, 

if not brilliant, this is not a definitive biography (in fact a second volume is 
promised). Some may feel the authenticity suffers from heavy overdoses of fictional 
speeches and thoughts. But the exciting content and the straightforward narrative 
style should certainly capture the Hornblower market. (LC:58-8155) 


March 19 


Updike, John Harper 
THE CARPENTERED HEN $2.75 


Over 50 turns for the verse of a nimble minded (and witted and footed) 
newcomer, from The New Yorker, display a bent for word usage, the exercise of ideas, 
spontaneity, and a pleasant type of ingenuity. There's a mirror poem, an alphabet, 
a series of snapshots; there are pieces touched off by statements in magazines or 
newspapers; there are serious numbers to balance off the more agile capers so that 
cleverness is not the sole effect of his work. For the market that has enjoyed the 
deftness and the everyman touches of McGinley, Fishback, or the originality of Nash, 
these will speak gaily. (1C:58-6158) 


Lussier, Betty Lippincott 
AMID MY ALIEN CORN $395 


An adventurous Américan woman, brought up on a farm, Betty Lussier married 
Ricardo, a Spaniard whom she met during World War II. She found a slackness in their 
Madrid apartment life. So she ordered an International tractor and enough hybrid 
corn seeds to plant a thousand acres; then Gomendio, an associate of Ricardo, agreed 
to let her plant on the Lukus farm in Spanish Morocco. She spent a spring and summer 
on the farm with her four boys, planting, cultivating, supervising, coping with work- 
men and laborers, an American woman at her most self-reliant in a land where native 
women are veiled and submissive, finding the basic satisfaction had sought. A sincere 
recital of the love of land and its fulfillment, somewhat lacking in reporting 
incident and conflict. (LC:58-690h ) 


March 20 


Brittain, Robert ; Doubleday 
RIVERS, MAN AND MYTHS $4.50 


* Rivers are interesting: for their geological causes and phenomena; as 
creators of life; suppliers of food, power, mineral wealth; shapers of economic, 
social, political destiny; stimulators of man's myth-making capacities; posers of 
cartographic, engineering, military problems; and not less- as beauty and magic 
flowing hypnotically through the landbound world. Robert Brittain shares these- and 
still other- fascinations, confining himself primarily to the prehistoric era on up 
to the Middle Ages. It is indeed remarkable that he has found such a wholeness in 
the disparate elements of the subject and one is never conscious of any contrived 
technique. His river lore has a strong appeal to those concerned with the humanitiss 
as well as science- and his book may well have something of the "sleeper" potential 
Of Gods, Graves and Scholars. (LC :58-6632 ) 
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Chidamian, Claude Doubleday - The American Garden Guild & 
THE BOOK OF CACTI AND OTHER SUCCULENTS $4.50 





Here is a book for the beginner whose interest and curiosity about these 
practical, elegant and effective plants has become so active that he must raise them for 
himself. It is persuasive, enthusiastic and glows with the virtues of the many varieties; 
it follows the development of xerophytes in general and several species in particular 
through their history; it picks the "best" in the many families for successful raising; 
it describes the tribes and subtribes within each group. Naturally it does not neglect 
the how-to aspects: to pick and buy, to pot and plant, to grow from seed, to make cuttings 
and divisions and to graft. Besides the discussion of pests and diseases, there are sug- 
gestions for all the ways to use these plants, as accents, for rock gardens, perennial 
borders, informal flower beds, on banks and as ground covers, for terraces and rock walls, 
under glass, in hanging baskets, in the home and in the greenhouse, and as another sort of 
collecting hobby. Naturally the outdoor possibilities are limited for northernmost areas 
but beyond that it should prove a most helpful companion for anyone who gets the bug. 6 
pages of full color, 14 of photographs, 22 of line drawings by Shirlea Hatcher.(LC:58-6633 ) 


Levy, Newman Doubleday 
MY DOUBLE LIFE $4.50 


Prominent lawyer in both civil and criminal cases, former assistant district 
attorney, light versifier, playwright and play doctor, essayist, gagman (in the radio 
revival of Weber & Fields), bon vivant among New York's eliter and prankier cocktail 
intellects, psychoanalysand - these are Mr. Levy's prepossessing claims upon our attention. 
They serve. But with all the variety, intensity, and drama of his life, what is most 
appealing is Mr. Levy's quality of rough and ready candor. Without extravagant confession oe 
or revelation, Mr. Levy describes the entrenched pomposity of his father- his dislike of 
that courtroom immortal, Steuer- his tactics and experiences in that limbo of extralegality 
where, willy-nilly, justice triumphs. The same candor obtains in Mr. Levy's own self- 
appreciation, in his personal opinions on the eternal verities, and especially in his style. 
The book smacks of old bourbon and Havana cigars- and men will enjoy it. (LC:58-6645) 


Redding, Saunders Doubleday 
THE LONESOME ROAD $5.75 


This "Story of the Negro's Part in America" is intensely interesting, and an 
offbeat addition to the excellent Mainstream of America series. The author wrote one 
novel- Stranger and Alone about a mulatto in a white world - this back in 1950. With this 
book he takes his place as historian and biographer of his people. The text is crammed 
with little known data on various facets of the history of the Negro since the Civil War. 
The picture he paints of the recurrent. setbacks,- economically, socially, politically; the 
portraits of Negroes who have stamped their personalities, their abilities on the face of 
America, the difficulties in gaining their rights as free men- all this adds up to a grim 
picture. Some of the Negroes who made the most of themselves did the greatest harm to 
their race in setting the stereotype,- men such as Isaiah Montgomery, who wanted only 
safety for the nucleus he gathered around him, and Booker T. Washington of Tuskegee, who 
was not quite big enough to set himself aside for his people. Then there were others- 
greater than these, "Dr. Dan" - Daniel Hale Williams of Provident Hospital in Chicago and 
Freedman's in Washington; there was William du Bois and Robert Abbott who’ learned the 
power of the printed word. There was A. Philip Randolph who built the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters into a powerful union. There was- and is- the Urban League and 
NAACP, and especially Thurgood Marshall, brilliant lawyer for the NAACP. And one must Pa 
not forget Joe Louis. These are just a few of the men- and a handful of women- whose 
names highlight these pages in the record of a war that has still a long way to go. (LC: 


58-6647 ) 
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March 20 


Tickell, Jerrard Doubleday 
MOON SQUADRON $3.50 


A fragment of RAF activity comes out from under wraps with the story of 
what went on at Tempsford which was "one of the best kept secrets of the war". For 
there, under The Firm (Special Operations Executive, the parent group), Set Europe 
Ablaze developed its moonlight transports to occupied countries, carrying no bomb 
loads but volunteers who were to penetrate, aid resistance movements and harry from 
within. With the 1419 Flight the first to fly, the 138 Squadron, from World War I, bs 
was revived, and the record of the pilots and their "Joes" runs through the Polish 
patriots returned to their country, the French, and the English who assisted them, 
the activities in the North and further south in Europe, and over to the southeast 
Asian theatre. Through the areas of operations mounted, the moonlight rendezvous, 
and obstacles of weather and enemy aircraft, are the stories of the men who flew, 
those who were dropped and those who were picked up in a kind of David and Goliath 
theme. Written with an eye for the adventure and drama of the flights, this is a 
rousing account of "common fortitude” and often uncommon courage. Good.(LC:58-5956) 


Butz, Otto- Fd. 7 Rinehart 
THE UNSILENT GENERATION $2.75 


The author, a professor at Princeton, has assembled here, essays - an 
"anonymous symposium", personal statements of purpose - by Princeton seniors. Because 
Otto Butz believes that the recent multitude of statistical samplings on American 
youth necessarily omits that personal confrontation which would illuminate and lend 
wholeness to young people's opinions, he has assigned and edited these individual 
papers which were written almost as a term's work. First of all, the effort is, of 
course, not to be considered a view of typical college students. Their Princeton 
education, as so many of them admit gratefully, precludes that. Rather this is an 
exposition, by thoughtful young men who expect to be the new elite, of: what they 
believe, doubt, hope for, what their ambitions are, what they expect from the world 
and what the world should expect from them. They are of various backgrounds and re- 
ligious (or non-religious) persuasion. They all know (having taken the several gra- 
duate job interviews) what they can do; uniformly they are doubtful about what they 
want to do. "Happiness" is their goal; one arrives there by devious means- by being 
true to oneself, by being independent- a non-conformist, through material comfort, 
through contributing to the betterment of humanity and so on. Generally they are 
high-minded, idealistic. If a few are not, they feel they are not choosing the better 
part. All are immensely self-aware, honest and place great value on integrity and 
spiritual wisdom. That this composite is encouraging bears out the editor's assump- 
tion. (LC:58-6051) 
































ee 


March 21 - 


Isaacs, Harold R. | John Day 7,5 
SCRATCHES ON OUR MINDS $6200 | 


The author is a research associate at the Center for International Studies, 
M.I.T. and this effort is a report of what Americans think of the Chinese and Indians 
and what they think of relationships between East and West. The Scratches refer to 
images, feelings- annoyance, anger, fear, wonder, frustration, passion or panic. And 
as such tells us, of course, more about the American mentality and attitude than about 
that of the Orient. The report is not offered as a statistical sample; it is based on 
the author's conception of representative American leadership types from the academic 
world, mass media, government, business, public opinion and education and the churches, 
from an informed group of interviewees. Parts of the findings are: that more than one- 
half of those interviewed have negative feelings about India (because of the figure 
created by Nehru, Krishna Mennon, Indian caste and foreign policy differences between 
India and the U.S.), whereas the Chinese are generally admired. But then most people 
knowmore about the Chinese, which accounts for the impression, still, of India as 
exotically fabulous. The value of this book, for those seriously interested in the 
East, probably lies in the areas it exposes for propagandizing. (LC:58-5692) 
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March 21 


Soule, George Viking 
LONGER LIFE $3.00 


An attack against the contemporary concept of longevity is based on the fallacy 
of assuming that old age implies incapacitation- and thatthe last of life is restricted 
only by the stereotypes- and stigmas- we attach to it. Arguing on the basis of statis- 
tical evidence, Mr. Soule proves that there are no diseases (i.e. degenerative diseases ) 
particularly characteristic of old age; that there are no significant physiological 
effects and that the efficiency of the old remains unimpaired in most areas; that the 
burden of national dependents will increase- while Social Security provisions are inade- 
quate; that retirement is unwanted- as well as unnecessary- providing that we correct our 
attitudes which segregate the old, and integrate them in our social pattern.... Mr. Soule 
makes his points efficiently and effectively and they should find many adherents. (LC: 
58-7065 ) 

March 24 


Van Every, Dale Holt 
OUR COUNTRY THEN | $4.50 


When a man has spent years of research into the period when our country was 
beginning to push west of Pittsburgh, when he has been driven by consuming curiosity 
concerning what the country was like, and what people thought and did 180 years ago, it 
is not unreasonable that he must wonder how much of this vast horde of material has 
reached the readers of the novels of which it forms the background. The threat of Indian 
retaliation was a haunting factor; but what was life among the Indians actually like? 

The flatboats carried whole families west via the rivers; what happened when floods and 
storms hit the unwieldy things? Buffalo were so numerous as to be a menace; how were 
they hunted on foot? How fast did the wealth of game disappear as the white men with 
their guns moved west? These questions and many more are answered in the course of a half 
dozén novels, but in this volume Van Every has worked backwards. He has lifted from his 
own writings fragments, incidents, descriptions, personalities (most of them fictional but 
typical ) and woven the whole into a rich canvas of the background of living in this area 
of the frontier. The same characters appear and reappear, not always in orderly fashion, 
so that the reader finds himself trying to fit the pieces together, rather than taking 
the incidents as contributing to the portrait of the times. It has color and drama and 
story; it is often confusing if one tries to be too orderly; but I think he achieves his 
goal. It is certainly a novel effort. (1LC:58-6456) 


McGovern, William & Regnery 
Collier, David S. RADICALS AND CONSERVATIVES $4.00 


These are assessments- with an historical basis in the traditions and political 
philosophy ofthe west- of the principles, motivations, and interaction of the two broad 
power and ideological movements: the constrictive and expansive. The thesis, to put it 
as simply as possible, is that the people themselves must assume fullest responsibility 
for their destiny and especially to achieve this through the exquisite balance of the 
drive toward democratic ideals and the drive toward personal or individual assertion. 
The book points up the disastrous consequences of imbalance. There is little original 
in this thesis, and the use of language and logic tends to blur the truths expounded. 
(Le :58-6753) | 

March 25 
Morison, Samuel Eliot Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
STRATEGY AND COMPROMISE $3.00 


With eleven volumes of his mammoth History of the United States Naval Operations 

in World War II published, and a twelfth underway, Morison is certainly in a position to 4 
speak authoritatively on America's strategy in World War II. The material in this brief 

book falls into two parts:- the war in Europe and the war in the Pacific. In the first 

case, America's contribution to the strategy of the European theatre was largely compromise. 
The publication of Bryant's The Turn of the Tide doubtless precipitated some of the almost 
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violent statements of difference of viewpoint, opinion and procedure from that 
indicated by Alan Brooke, and the revelation of steps by which compromises were 
reached makes revealing and enlightening reading. The decision to beat Hitler first 
was never disputed; but the threat posed by the Pearl Harbor defeat and its after- 
math necessitated our deflecting material Alan Brooke and others demanded from the 
European theatre. Disagreements and compromise were the pattern of strategic plan- 
ning for the African campaign, the Italian campaign, the invasion of France and the 
Operation Dragoon (Southern France) which went directly counter to Churchill's 
wishes. Morison feels this was not the blunder Hanson Baldwin considered it, but 
acknowledges that political considerations impinged on military.... The War in the 
Pacific was virtually all ours, though the British fleet took part in the final 
operations. Our compromises, strategically speaking, were between McArthur and the 
Navy's plans. Pearl Harbor upset our first calculations and forced us into a 
defensive war, strategy of weakness, but with our comeback, and finally with the 
atomic bomb, the war was won. The alliance between Great Britain and the US must 
survive. (LC:58-6030) 


March 25 


Leach, Douglas Edward Macmillan 
FLINTLOCK AND TOMAHAWK $6.00 


A long and carefully documented study of the first "total" war fought on 
the American continent, known as King Philip's War, forerunner of successive con- 
flicts between Indians and the white settlers. Despite outward amity in New England, 
prior to 1675, each side remained suspicious of the other, divided among themselves 
as to policy. King Philip- using the name by which the whites of the Massachusetts ' 
settlements knew him- was chief ofthe Wampanoags and a man of high intelligence, 
who never ceased to hate the whites. He determined in 1675 that the time had come 
to rid their lands of the white aggressors. Gathering around him resentfui Indians 
from other tribes, he launched real war against the settlers, a far flung conflict 
fought in forests and clearings, with ambuscades and pagan cruelty. The war brought 
terror and havoc, it forced the abandonment of remote farms and even of established 
settlements and villages. As an attempt to drive the English from the continent the 
war was foredoomed to failure and by 1676 had collapsed, but it left behind the scars 
of fear and hatred.... For the scholar, the meticulously detailed length may be no 
hindrance; for the average reader, the length and the somewhat pedantic style will 
make it heavy going. Primarily a book for students of early American history.(LC:58-5467 ) 


Rutstrum, Calvin Macmillan 
THE NEW WAY OF THE WILDERNESS $4.95 


A clear and comprehensive book by one who obviously is a master of the do- 
it-yourself procedures in the far northern reaches of the North American continent. 
This text is designed for both novices and experienced travelers in the true wilder- 
ness, although it touches on life in less rigorous reaches. Canoes and canoeing, 
how to pack and how to paddle them, come in for minutely detailed analysis; there are 
excellent chapters on travel by packhorse and on foot; on camp cooking, on bedding, 
clothing, ammunition, with long lists of the personal and camp equipment required by 
one person or more; on how to cope with accidents and illness remote from medical aid. 
The style is too pedestrian to appeal to the armchair traveler; this is strictly for 
those planning a wilderness trip and needing authoritative advice. (LC:58-5912) 


White, Leonard D. Macmillan 
THE REPUBLICAN ERA: 1869-1901 $6 .00 


The author of volumes on The Federalists, The Jeffersonians, The Jacksonians 
continues his study of the American scene with this analysis of administrative history 
from the time of the Civil War to the Spanish American War. If "every administration 
is the product of the moral climate, the technological capacity and the executive 
talent of its generation" then the period from 1861-1901- the culmination of Jackson- 
ian theory and practice - was notable for its ineptitude, incapacitation and stagnation. 
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But this was the time of ferment in two large areas: civil service reform and the 
presidential role. The Executive office had nearly been wrecked during Johnson's admi- 
nistration and therefore, the course of administrative history after Grant was one of 
recovery from the Civil War. In reviewing the state of the nation largely through its 
executive offices, the author notes trends which epitomize the directions the country 
was taking: trends toward a businesslike administration (in the appointment of business 
and university men to important government posts), trends from a sectional to a national 
service, and the trend from the age of the copy clerk to the dawn of the age of the 
= A competent, discerning study, a textbook, intellectually legible. (Lc :58- 
209 


March 26 VV 


Katz, Leslie Harcourt, Brace 
INVITATION TO THE VOYAGE . y¥ $3.95 


The first person- in the name of Abel Cone- itinerary and commentary of a 
provincial New Yorker's eight weeks in France and Italy, this touches only lightly on 
the externals of travel and concentrates on his impressions of castles and palaces and 
piazzas- and largely paintings and sculptures. With an old friend, Kay, as his cicerone- 
a highly informed one, he travelled through the south of France on to Italy- to Pisa- 
to Florence where the splendor of its pictures and statues left him "exhausted from ex- 
hilaration"- up to Venice, Padua, and finally France again. The journey- except for the 
sharing of aesthetic responses and tastes- is a very impersonal one - sometimes idiosyn- 
cratic- which may well limit the receptivity of others. 


Lynd, Helen M. i Harcourt, Brace 
ON SHAME AND THE SEARCH FOR IDENTITY ¢ £75 4 $620 


A thoughtful socio-psychological study draws on some literary as well as more 
extensive analytical material to define the individual's attempt to attain "a sense of 
himself and a place of anchorage in the world"- and to relate that search to the deter- 
minant of shame- or guilt- in the shaping: of human personality. While the words- shame 
and guilt- are perhaps less prevalent in our language, she assesses the different res- 
ponses they may provoke (exposure, humiliation, threat, incongruity, the loss of trust, 
etc.). The too limiting concepts (Freudian, etc.) of human behavior neglect the concept 
of shame; the newer, emerging ways of studying personality have broadened the approaches 
possible, and the many ways in which the various formulators (Freud, Jung, Horney) have 
expressed the meaning and role of the self-image parallels the search here for identity 
which is presented as a challenge to the individual- a challenge to emerge beyond his 
immediate identification with his parents, with society, and with the approved values of 
~the world in which he lives.... A demanding, broadening inquiry- for an audience already 
aware of the psychological and philosophical concerns on which it is based. (1C:58-5921) 

Weisberger, Bernard A. SJ al Little, Brown 
THEY GATHERED AT THE RIVER ¥ 4 5\20 $5.00 

| 

* Billy Graham has aroused the country to an awareness of religious revivalisn, 
and though this vividly written and carefully documented book deals with the subject 
historically and biographically, the author goes only through Graham's predecessor, Billy 
Sunday. Although the saving of souls was a basic part of early American religious life 
the true revival was not born until the late 1700's, when believers became alarmed over 
the fact that, because of the rapid expansion of the frontier, many Americans were living 
far removed from churches and means of salvation -- were, indeed, living in a "state of 


sin". Preachers went on circuit to take the word of God to remote settlements. The move- 


ment spread to towns and cities in far reaches of the country. Early revivals, and some 
later ones, sometimes turned into religious and emotional orgies, but those who were 


“converted” felt they had experienced a true miracle. Many great and truly pious men played 


their parts in this movement:- Asahel Nettleton, Lyman Beecher, Charles Grandison Finney, 
the first president of Oberlin, Dwight L. Moody, who with his colleague, Asa Sankey, 
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dominated a portion of religious thought in America for years, and others. The 
author rounds out his record with the showman, Billy Sunday, whom he looks on as the 
last true revivalist. After World War I the religious temper changed; few believed 
that unbelievers were doomed to everlasting torment. Years of research have gone 
into this book, which is written with wit and understanding. It will stand as an 
authoritative treatment of a colorful panel in American history, a must for theolo- 
gical libraries, and of interest to laymen as well. (1C:58-7848) 


March 27 


Ehle, John Henry Holt 
: THE SURVIVOR $3.95 


An ex-sergeant in the SS, Polish by birth, begins his odyssey with his 
return from the Russian front to fight against the growing defeat in the west. 
Scurrying back, he is trapped between the Red and Allied armies and forced to 
surrender. With no future left and a past to be concealed, the narrator connives 
his way into the French Foreign Legion, shoulders arms in Africa, moves to Vietnam, 
and shunts about Asia warring, boxing, rotting in jail, trying to stowaway to America, 
attempting suicide, drinking, making love, and gradually earning security. His story 
told here is violent, embittered and without any apparent moral or social point. 
Illustrated. (1C:58-6453) 


Rittwagen, Dr. Marjorie Houghton, Mifflin 
SINS OF THEIR FATHERS $3.50 


Dr. Rittwagen, a psychiatrist, representing the Bureau of Mental Health 
Service, has been attached to the New York City Children's Court for five years, and 
this report and evaluation of delinquency is based on the many cases she has handled- 
as well as the many conditions which are contributory. "Remove a delinquent from 
behind a headline, separate him from statistics, and what do you have?" You have 
the homes (60% of the delinquents are from broken homes) and the three D's- dearth, 
death and desertion; the schools with their overcrowding, their lack of guidance 
facilities, and the lack of provisions for the children with lower capacities; the 
neighborhoods and particularly the projects which breed gang activities; the lack of 
recreational programs once school is out. You also have the welfare agencies, the 
clinics, the training schools, the special institutions, which all face a lack of 
psychiatric personnel- it is still a matter of dollars and cents- so that for the 
85% which would be helped- only 20% of the recommendations made can be followed 
through.... Dr. Rittwagen never abuses her material for effect- and her presentation 
of the problem is all the more eloquent- direct and realistic. It deserves an au- 
dience it may not get. (LC:58-5600) 


Bristol, Lee Hastings, Jr. Little, Brown 
SEED FOR A SONG $3.75 


Robert Nelson Spencer was born in 1877 in the farmland of Broome County, 
N.Y. This biography, in the fashion of the American success story, tells of the 
progression of a frail farm boy who became a leading Episcopal bishop. From the time 
of a sledding accident which almost caused the loss of his arm- and throughout his 
boyhood, "Robbie" was beset by illness, so much so, that earlier, he was incapable 
of carrying on his share of farm work and later, was forced to leave one seminary 
after another. When finally he was ordained in Kansas, greatly aided by sympathetic 
friends, he had about overcome his physical susceptibility through sheer tenacity and 
a singleness of purpose which permitted no interference with the life to which he was 
called. His consecration in 1930 as Bishop of the diocese of West Missouri was an 
achievement, due in large measure, to that blend of character inspired by his wife 
Amy Frances; she was his perfect complement, quiet where he was bold, hesitant where 
he was hasty. Mentioned briefly here are his meetings with Sinclair Lewis when that 
author was writing Elmer Gantry, Clarence Darrow, Lloyd Douglas for whose Green Light 
Bishop Spencer was said to be the model and "Boss" Pendergast whom the Bishop opposed 
with a courage that was almost dangerous. It is unfortunate that the story of this 
life of spiritual insight, talent and of hard-won achievement should be marred by the 
author's sentimentality and highly fictional technique of reporting. (LC:58-6037) 
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Anstaett, H.B. & 
Prakken, Sarah L.- Ads. R.R. Bowker 
SUBJECT GUIDE TO BOOKS IN PRINT $17.50 





This- along with the Trade Lists Annuals and Books in Print ~- will take its 
place as an essential tool in all libraries and bookshops. First and last, the Subject 
Guide promises to be an immense time saver. Here are some 91,000 titles from 861 pub- 
lishers, classified under 22,000 subject headings, with thousands of cross references. 
The selection of the subject headings is based on the procedure at the Library of Congress, 
as is also the decision as to whether a book should appear under one, two or more headings. 
There is no attempt to supply the exhaustive data which appears in the Wilson Cumulat ive 
Indexes, but for every day use the Subject Guide will meet the immediate need. Prices are 
current; only in-print books are included; or those books scheduled for imminent public- 
ation. Try it out for a few random classifications. It works:: 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
826 Derby, Mark- SUN IN THE HUNTER'S EYES- definite date 3/14 (Viking) 
855 Danowski, Dr. T.S.- DIABETES AS A WAY OF LIFE- from 1/16 to 2/21 (Coward-McCann ) 
857 Gurney, Gene- FIVE DOWN AND GLORY- from 2/14 to 2/24 (Putnam) 
857 Roueche, Bertrand- THE INCURABLE WOUND- from 1/21 to 2/13 (Little, Brown) 
867 Gardner, Mona- HONG KONG- from 2/6 to 5/1 (Doubleday) 
869 Gellhorn, Martha- TWO BY TWO- from 1/? to 2/3 (Simon & Schuster) 
874 Colborn, Robert- THE FUTURE LIKE A BRIDE- definite date 2/12. Definite price » 
$3.50 (Beacon) 
874 Jackson, Shirley- THE SUNDIAL- definite date 2/17 (Farrar, Straus & Cudahy) 
877 Dermout, Maria- THE TEN THOUSAND THINGS- definite date 2/25. Price from $3.50 
to $3.75 (Simon & Schuster) 
882 Joy, Charles- fd.- LYOF TOLSTOY- definite price $4.95 (Beacon) 
885 Widdemer, Margaret- THE DARK CAVALIER- from 2/6 to 2/20 (Doubleday) 
888 Fleming, Peter- MY AUNT'S RHINOCEROS- definite date 2/20 (Simon & Schuster) 
919 Bagster, Hubert- Title from THE ONLY DOCTOR IN TOWN to GALLSTONES AND GHOSTS 
(Simon & Schuster ) 
920 Leip, Hans- RIVER IN THE SEA- from 2/14 to 2/21 (Putnam) 
920 Waggoner, Madeline S.- THE LONG HAUL WEST- from 2/7 to 2/27 (Putnam) 
922 Freuchen, Peter- THE ARCTIC YEAR- definite date 3/21 (Putnam) 
924 Graves, Robert- 5 PENS IN HAND- from 3/6 to 3/20 (Doubleday) 
925 Leopold, Nathan F., Jr.- LIFE PLUS 99 YEARS- from 2/20 to 3/6 (Doubleday) 
927 Stirling, Monica- THE FINE AND THE WICKED- from 2/27 to 2/14 (Coward -McCann ) 
7 Godden, Rumer- THE GREENGAGE SUMMER- definite date 3/24 (Viking) 
14 Hartley, L.P.- THE HIRELING- price from $3.85 to $3.50 (Rinehart ) 
16 Karmel, Alex W.- MARY ANN- from 3/? to 4/10 (Viking) 
16 Murphy, Dennis- THE SERGEANT- definite date 3/17 (Viking) 
22 de Riencourt, Amaury- THE SOUL OF CHINA- from 2/27 to 3/21 (Coward-McCann) 
23 Jarvis, D.C.- FOLK MEDICINE- price from $3.50 to $2.95 (Holt) 
24 Koyama, I.- NAGAKO: EMPRESS OF JAPAN- from 2/28 to 3/21 (John Day) 
25 Churchill, Alan- PARK ROW- line 13- Erratum- to read Charles Chapin, not Charlie 
Chaplin (Rinehart ) 
27 Searle & Webb- PARIS SKETCHBOOK- price from $2.95 to $3.95 (George Braziller) 4 
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